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State Medical Board of Ohio, Ohio Department of Public Safety  

Host Training on Human Trafficking 
 

The State Medical Board of Ohio (SMBO) and the Ohio Department of Public Safety’s Human 
Trafficking Task Force hosted two trainings to help law enforcement agencies recognize human 
trafficking in illicit massage businesses.  
 
Law enforcement officers were invited to attend a training at the University of Dayton on 
November 1 or the Brunswick Recreation & Fitness Center on November 2.  Following opening 
remarks by State Anti-Trafficking Coordinator Maria Busch, SMBO investigators Chad Yoakam, 
Jason Alameda, and Jason Shawver explained the Medical Board’s statutory jurisdiction over 
the regulation of massage therapy and how it uses dedicated resources to investigate 
complaints of improper practice. The training also included a presentation from The Network 
Program Advisor Kathy Chen, who provided an in-depth understanding of the industry’s 
complex structure and methods of victimization. In total, officers from 15 law enforcement 
agencies attended the trainings, including both local and federal departments. 
 
“The State Medical Board strives to work hand-in-hand with local law enforcement to investigate 
allegations when licensee misconduct or the unlicensed practice of medicine involves criminal 
activity,” said Stephanie Loucka, Executive Director of the Medical Board. “With our resources 
and the diverse experience of our investigators, we created this training to shed light on the 
pattern of victimization in the unlicensed, illicit massage industry. Together, we can join in the 
fight against human trafficking and connect others to our community partners that offer 
resources and support to victims of human trafficking.” 
 
This week’s training is a continuation of the board’s efforts to partner with law enforcement 
agencies and other public entities to combat human trafficking in Ohio. SMBO was added to the 
Human Trafficking Task Force in January 2021, joining ranks with the Ohio Department of 
Commerce, Ohio Department of Developmental Disabilities, and Ohio Department of 
Transportation, among others.  
 
SMBO investigators are field-based staff located across the state of Ohio and regularly work in 
tandem with local and federal officers to investigate misconduct and develop cases. For 
information about the board’s investigative process or how to contact a Medical Board 
investigator, visit med.ohio.gov. 
 
If you or someone you know is a victim of human trafficking, help is available by calling 888-
373-7888 or by texting INFO or HELP to 233733. 
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