4731-27-01 Termination of the Physician-Patient Relationship.

A physician-patient relationship is established when the physician provides service to a
erson to address medical needs. whether the service was provided by mutual consent or

implied consent, or was provided without consent pursuant to a court order, Once a

ician-patient relationship i tabl I'S i tient til ¢
relationship is terminated.

A) Except rovided in paragraph this rule, in order inat
physician-patient relationship. a physician_shall comply with the following
requirements:

(1) Mail to the patient via regular mail and certified mail. return receipt requested, a
letter containing the following information;

(a) A statement that the physician-patient relationship is terminated;
(b) A statement that the physician will continue to provide emergency

atment and access t ic r up to thi ays from the d he

letter was mailed. to allow the patient to secure care from another
licensee; and

(c) An offer to transfer records to the new physician upon the patient’s signed
authorization to do so.

2) For each letter sent in accordance with paragraph (A)1) of this rule, the

hysician maintains in the ient record a co letter original
certified mail recei d the original certifi i rn receipt.
(B) The requirements of paragraph (A) of this rule do not apply in the following
circumstances:

(1) The physician rendered medical service to the person on an episodic basis or in
an_emergency setting and the physician should pot reasonably expect that
related medical service will be rendered to the patient in the future;

(2) The physician has formally transferred the patient’s care to another health care

rovider who i {1 me practice group; Oor

(3) The physician who is leaving a practice, selling a practice. or retiring from
racti ith reti eviden the relinquish f all clinical
rivilege d_either termination of or conversi of medijcal liabili
insurance to extended reportin riod coverage only, has provided notice of

retirement. leaving the practice, or the sale of the practice no later than thirty
days prior to the last date the physician will see patients, via the following
methods:

a iling a noti ent by regular mail addressed to the last known address
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to_all patients seen by the physician within the i iately precedin
three years:
Publishing a notice in ewspaper of greatest circulation in each co

in_which the physician has practiced and in_a local newspaper_that
serves the immediate practice area: and

c sting a sign in a conspicuous location in or _on the facade o e

physician’s office,
e required notices and si shall advise the patients of their
nity t nsfer or receiv ir recor nd, fi ient recor

remaining in the physician’s possession once the physician is no longer
seeing patients. the contact information for obtaining the records.

A physician-patient relationship shall be considered terminated by _the patient if both

of the following requirements are met:

The patien, inat e_relationshi ither verbally or in_writi I
transferred care to another physician for the same or a related condition.
he physician intain, umentation i e_patient record of ient’s
action terminating the relationship.
D hysician assistant or anesthesiologist assistant may not_in ndently terminate
the physician-patient relationship.
F) A physician’s termination of a physician-patient relationshi er than in accordanc

with_the provisions of this rule. as determined by the state medical board of Ohi

shall constitute “a departure from. or failure to_conform to, minimal standards of
€ imilar_practitioner r me or simil i e I Or

not actual injury to a patient is established.” as that clause is used in division (B

of section 4731.22 of the Revised Code.

(F) For purposes of this rule. “emergency setting” means an emergency department or
urgent care center.

() Nothing in this rule shall limit the board’s authority to investigate and take action
under section 4731.22 of the Revised Code.
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