STATE OF OHIO
THE STATE MEDICAL BOARD
Suite 510
65 South Front Street
Columbus, Ohio 43215

June 24, 1985

Paul H. Norton, D.P.M.
10526 Glenville Avenue
Cleveland, Ohio 44108

Dear Doctor Norton:

Please find enclosed a certified copy of the Entry of Order, the Report
and Recommendation of Lucy 0. Oxley, M.D., Member, State Medical Board
of Ohio; and a certified copy of the Motion by the State Medical Board,
meeting in regular session on June 11, 1985, confirming and approving
said Report and Recommendation as the Findings and Order of the State
Medical Board.

You are hereby notified that you may appeal this Order to the Court of
Common Pleas of the county in which your place of business is located,
or the county in which you reside. If you are not a resident and have
no place of business in this state, you may appeal to the Court of
Common Pleas of Franklin County, Ohio.

To appeal as stated above, you must file a notice of appeal with the Board
setting forth the Order appealed from, and the grounds of the appeal. You
must also file a copy of such notice with the Court. Such notices of
appeal shall be filed within fifteen (15) days after the date of mailing of
this letter and in accordance with Section 119.12, Revised Code.

THE STATE MEDICAL BOARD OF OHIO
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Henry G. Cramblett, M.D.
Secretary

HGC:em

Enclosures

CERTIFIED MAIL NO. P 347 350 179
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED




STATE OF OHIO
THE STATE MEDICAL BOARD
Suite 510
65 South Front Street
Columbus, Ohio 43215

CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that the attached copy of the Entry of

Order of the State Medical Board of Ohio; attached copy

of the Report and Recommendation of Lucy 0. Oxiey, M.D.,

Member, State Medical Board of Ohio; and the attached

copy of the Motion approved by the State Medical Board,

meeting in regular session on June 11, 1985, approving

and confirming said Report and Recommendation as the

Findings and Order of the State Medical Board constitutes

a true and complete copy of the Findings and Order of

the State Medical Board in the matter of Paul H. Norton, D.P.M.,
as it appears in the Journal of the State Medical Board of Ohio.

HCH r\y L L/kn.!}c H )’L.p. 4) L\) :7.145_[{‘\
Henry G! Cramblett, M.D.
(SEAL) Secretary

June 24, 1985
Date




STATE OF OHIO
THE STATE MEDICAL BOARD

IN THE MATTER OF *

PAUL H. NORTON, D.P.M. *

ENTRY OF ORDER

This matter came on for consideration before the State Medical
Board of Ohio the 11th day of June, 1985

Upon the Report and Recommendation, a true copy of which is attached
hereto and incorporated herein, of Lucy 0. Oxley, M.D., Hearing Member in
this matter designated pursuant to R. C. 4731.23, which Report and Recom-
mendation was confirmed and approved by vote of the Board on the above
date, the following order is hereby entered on the Journal of the State
Medical Board for the 11th day of June, 1985, and made part of the
Board's proceedings:

It is hereby ORDERED:

1. That Paul H. Norton's license to practice podiatry in the
State of Ohio shall be considered REVOKED and that herein-
after he shall not be eligible for renewal or reinstatement
of said license.

The ORDER is effective immediately.

Heweo G Cons il pw ;) L,

Henry’G. Cramblett, M.D. qu,b\
Secretary :

(SEAL)

June 24, 1985

Date
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REPORT AND RECOMMENDAT,, -\
IN THE MATTER OF PAUL H. NORTON, D.B.M.
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The matter of Paul H. Norton, D.P.M., came before e, Lucy O. Oxley, M.D., Member
of the State Medical Board of Ohio, on May 8, 1985. .

©
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INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY OFEVIDENCE

L. Paul H. Norton, D.P.M., was notified by letter of February 10, 1985 (State's Exhibit #1)
that the State Medical Board of Ohio proposed to take action against his certificate
to practice podiatry on the basis of his felony convictions in 1983.

2. Dr. Norton requested a hearing in this matter by letter of February 29, 1984 (State's
Exhibit #2).

3. By letter of April 25, 1985 (State's Exhibit #9) Dr. Norton advised the Hearing Officer
that he would be unable to attend the scheduled hearing for financial reasons. His
statements were read into the record and are discussed below.

4. Ms. Mary Joseph Maxwell, Assistant Attorney General, appeared at the May 8, 1985
hearing on behalf of the State.

5. The only testimony taken at the May 8, 1985 hearing was that of John W. Rohal, Chief
of Enforcement and Assistant to the Administrator of the State Medical Board of
Ohio. Mr. Rohal identified the following documents as being under his custody and
control:

A. State's Exhibit #! is a February 10, 1984 letter from the State Medical Board to
Dr. Norton advising him of the Board's proposal to take action against his
podiatry license on the basis of his felony convictions in 1983.

B. State's Exhibit #2 is a February 29, 1984 letter from Paul H. Norton, D.P.M,,
requesting a hearing in this matter and asking that said hearing be postponed
until his release from jail in March, 1985.

C. State's Exhibit #3 is a March 9, 1984 letter to Dr. Norton from the State
Medical Board scheduling and continuing the hearing in this matter pursuant to
Section 119.09, Ohio Revised Code.

D. State's Exhibit #4 is a March 22, 1985 letter from the Medical Board to
Dr. Norton advising him that a hearing had been scheduled for May 8, 1985.

E. State's Exhibit #5 is a request to the CLEVELAND PLAIN DEALER for the
publication of a legal notice due to the non-delivery of State's Exhibit #4.

F. State's Exhibit #6 if an identical request submitted to the COLUMBUS DISPATCH.

G. State's Exhibit #7 is an identical request submitted to the CIRCLEVILLE HERALD.

H. State's Exhibit #8 is the legal notice printed in the above-noted publications
advising Dr. Norton of the hearing scheduled for May 8, 1985.

L State's Exhibit #9 is an April 25, 1985 letter from Dr. Norton explaining that
fe would be unable to attend the May 8, 1985 hearing for financial reasons and
offering a statement about the Board's proposed action.
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J. State's Exhibit #10 is a copy of the Journal Entry from the Franklin County Court
of Common Pleas dated January 5, 1984 indicating that Dr. Norton had pled
guilty to charges of theft and forgery and had been sentenced to a term of
imprisonment in the Columbus Correctional Facility.

K. State's Exhibit #1l is a copy of the 24-count indictment entered against Dr. Norton
in the Franklin County Court of Common Pleas on September 2, 1983 for theft
and forgery.

L. State's Exhibit #12 is a copy of the Journal Entry from the Cuyahoga County
Court of Common Pleas dated October 18, 1983 indicating that Dr. Norton had
pled guilty to charges of theft, forgery, and illegal processing of drug documents.

M. State's Exhibit #13 is a copy of the Journal Entry from the Cuyahoga County
Court of Common Pleas ordering that Dr. Norton be confined for six months
in the Columbus Correctional Facility.

N. State's Exhibit #14 is comprised of Bills of Indictment filed in the Cuyahoga
County Court of Common Pleas on June 20, 1983.

Exhibits #1 through #14 were admitted to the record at the request of the Assistant
Attorney General.

Although Dr. Norton was not present at the hearing to speak in his own behalf, the
content of his April 25, 1985 letter (State's Exhibit #9) was read into the record by
Ms. Maxwell. Dr. Norton's statements indicated that he felt that he had been wrong-
fully imprisoned and that his actions had been exaggerated by the news media.

Mx. Maxwell's closing arguments reemphasized her contention that the Board should
take disciplinary action against Dr. Norton's podiatry license due to his felony con-
victions in Cuyahoga and Franklin Counties. She notgg that these convictions had

been based on guilty pleas entered by Dr. Norton. -
z o9,
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On November 14, 1983, Paul H. Norton, D.P.M., pled guilty to one (1) count of theft
and four (4) counts of forgery in the Franklin County Court of Common Pleas. Each
of these counts constitutes a felony of the fourth degree. As a result of this convic-
tion, Dr. Norton was sentenced to a term of imprisonment in the Columbus Correc-
tional Facility.

These facts are established by State's Exhibit #10.

On November 28, 1983, Paul H. Norton, D.P.M., pled guilty to one (1) count of theft,
five (5) counts of forgery, and eleven (11) counts of illegal processing of drug documents,
a felony of the third degree. As a result of this conviction, Dr. Norton was sentenced
to a term of imprisonment in the Columbus Correctional Facility.

These facts are established by State's Exhibit #13.
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Dr. Paul H. Norton's felony conviction in Cuyahoga and Franklin;Counties constitute grounds
for the State Medical Board to take disciplinary action against 235 license to practice
podiatry in the State of Ohio, pursuant to Section 4731.22(B)(9), Ohio Revised Code, to

wit: conviction of a felony whether or not committed in the course of his practice.

PROPOSED ORDER

It is hereby ORDERED that Paul H. Norton's license to practice podiatry in the State
of Ohio shall be considered revoked and that hereinafter he shall not be eligible for renewal
or reinstatement of said license.

Oéwf @ @%’&/7’ VTENE

Lucy O. Oxley, M.D.
Member, State Medical Board of Ohio




STATE OF OHIO
THE STATE MEDICAL BOARD
Suite 510
65 South Front Street
Columbus, Ohio 43215

Excerpt from the minutes of June 11, 1985

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION IN THE MATTER OF PAUL NORTON, D.P.M.

Dr. Rauch asked if each member of the Board received, read and considered the hear-
ing record, the proposed findings and order, and any objections filed to the proposed
findings and order in the matter of Paul Norton, D.P.M. A roll call was taken:

ROLL CALL: Dr. Cramblett - aye
Dr. Lancione - aye
Dr. Lovshin - aye
Dr. Buchan - aye
Dr. Oxley - abstain
Ms. Rolfes - aye
Dr. Rauch - aye

DR. LOVSHIN MOVED TO APPROVE AND CONFIRM DR. OXLEY'S FINDINGS OF FACT, CONCLUSIONS,
AND PROPOSED ORDER IN THE MATTER OF PAUL NORTON, D.P.M. DR. BUCHAN SECONDED THE
MOTION. A roll call vote was taken:

ROLL CALL VOTE: Dr. Cramblett - aye
Dr. Lancione - aye
Dr. Lovshin - aye
Dr. Buchan - aye
Dr. Oxley - abstain
Ms. Rolfes - aye
Dr. Rauch - aye

The motion carried.

DR. LOVSHIN MOVED THAT THE ORDER BE EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY. DR. BUCHAN SECONDED
THE MOTION. A roll call vote was taken:

ROLL CALL VOTE: Dr. Cramblett - aye
Dr. Lancione - aye
Dr. Lovshin - aye
Dr. Buchan - aye
Dr. Oxley - abstain
Ms. Rolfes - aye
Dr. Rauch - aye

The motion carried
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STATE OF OHIO
THE STATE MEDICAL BOARD
Suite 510
65 South Front Street
Columbus, Ohio 43215

February 10, 1984

Paul H. Norton, D.P.M. 176-821
Columbus Correctional Facility
P.0. Box 511

Columbus, OH 43216

Dear Doctor Norton:

In accordance with Chapter 119., Ohio Revised Code, you are hereby notified

that the State Medical Board of Ohio intends to determine under the provisions

of Sections 4731.22 and 4731.61, Ohio Revised Code, whether to limit, revoke,
suspend, refuse to register, refuse to reinstate, reprimand or place on probation
your certificate to practice podiatry in Ohio for the following reasons:

1. On or about November 28, 1983 in the Court of Common Pleas, Cuyahoga
County, you pled guilty to Theft, Ohio Revised Code 2913.02 as charged
in count one, and guilty to Forgery, Ohio Revised Code 2913.31 as
charged in counts two, four, six, eight and ten, and guilty of Drug
Law, Ohio Revised Code, 2925.23, a felony of the third degree as
charged in counts twelve, thirteen, fourteen, fifteen, seventeen,
eighteen, twenty-one, twenty-two, twenty-five, twenty-six, twenty-
seven.

As a result you were sentenced to one and one half years of confinement
in the Columbus Correctional Facility on December 6, 1983.

2. On or about November 14, 1983 in the Court of Common Pleas, Franklin
County, you pled guilty to Theft, Ohio Revised Code 2913.02(A)(3),
one count and quilty to Forgery, Ohio Revised Code 2913.31(A)(3),
counts three, four, five and six. All violations are felonies of
the fourth degree.

As a result you were sentenced to one and one half years of confinement
in the Columbus Correctional Facility on January 5, 1984, to run
concurrently with the sentence in Cuyahoga County.

Pursuant to Section 4731.22(B)(9), Ohio Revised Code, conviction of a felony
whether or not committed in the course of practice is grounds for the Board
to limit, revoke, suspend, refuse to register, refuse to reinstate, reprimand
or place on probation your license to practice podiatry in Ohio.




Paul H. Norton, D.P.M.

Page Two

Pursuant to Section 4731.22(B)(10), Ohio Revised Code, conviction of a misdemeanor
committed in the course of practice is grounds for the Board to limit, revoke,
suspend, refuse to register, refuse to reinstate, reprimand or place on probation
your license to practice podiatry in Ohio.

Furthermore, the acts to which you admitted your guilt which served as the

basis for the convictions stated in Paragraphs 1 and 2 are grounds for this
Board to limit, revoke, suspend, refuse to register, refuse to reinstate,
reprimand or place on probation your license to practice podiatry in Ohio

under Section 4731.61, Ohio Revised Code and the following provisions of Section
4731.22(B), Ohio Revised Code:

A.

Section 4731.22(B)(2): failure to use reasonable care discrimination
in the administration of drugs, or failure to employ acceptable
scientific methods in the selection of drugs or other modalities

for treatment of disease. (Cuyahoga County Indictment counts 12-

15, 17-18, 21, 22, and 25-27)

Section 4731.22(B)(3): selling, prescribing, giving away, or administering
drugs for other than legal and legitimate therapeutic purposes or
conviction of a violation of any federal or state law regulating

the possession, distribution, or use of any drug. (Cuyahoga County
Indictment counts 12-15, 17-18, 21, 22, and 25-27)

Section 4731.22(B)(5): soliciting patients or publishing a false,
fraudulent, deceptive or misleading statement. (Franklin County
Indictment counts 1, 3, 4, 5 and 6, Cuyahoga County Indictment
counts 1, 2, 4, 6, 8 and 10)

Section 4731.22(B)(6): a departure from, or the failure to conform
to, minimal standards of care of similiar practitioners under the
same or similiar circumstances, whether or not actual injury to

a patient is established. (Cuyahoga County Indictment counts 12-15,
17-18, 21, 22, and 25-27)

Section 4731.22(B)(8): the obtaining of, or attempting to obtain,
money or anything of value by fraudulent misrepresentations in the
course of practice. (Franklin County Indictment counts 1, 3, 4,
5 and 6, Cuyahoga County Indictment counts 1, 2, 4, 6, 8 and 10)

In accordance with Chapter 119., Ohio Revised Code, you are hereby advised
that you have a right to a hearing in this matter. If you wish to request
such a hearing, this request must be made within thirty (30) days of the time
of mailing of this notice.

You are further advised that you are entitled to appear at such hearing in
person, or by your attorney, or you may present your position, arguments,
or contentions in writing, and that at the hearing you may present evidence
and examine witnesses appearing for or against you.




Paul H. Norton, D.P.M.
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In the event there is no request for such hearing made within thirty (30)
days of the time of mailing of this notice, the State Medical Board of Ohio
may, in your absence and upon consideration of this matter, determine whether
or not to limit, revoke, suspend, refuse to register, refuse to reinstate,
reprimand or place on probation your license to practice podiatry in Chio.

Copies of the applicable statutes are enclosed for your reference.
Very truly yours,
oZ;n¢4vz€><Z? \ZgLauduL¢< e >,

Leonard L. Lovshin, M.D.
President

LLL:jmb
Enclosures:
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