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3. As of May 14, 2004, more than thirty days following the last date of publication, the Board 
had not received a hearing request from Dr. Paradies.  (Exhibit 1). 

 
 

EVIDENCE EXAMINED 
 

1. Exhibit 1:  May 14, 2004, Memorandum from Barbara A. Jacobs, Public Services 
Administrator, to Gregory Porter, Chief Hearing Officer.   

 
2. Exhibit 2:  May 14, 2004, Certification by William J. Schmidt, Assistant Executive 

Director for the Board, of the following Board records concerning Karen M. 
Paradies, M.D.: 

 
a. Exhibit 2A:  November 13, 2002, Notice of Summary Suspension and Opportunity 

for Hearing, with attachments. 
 
b. Exhibit 2B:  April 2, 2003, letter from the Board; April 2, 2003, Entry of Order; 

March 7, 2003, Report and Recommendation; and an Excerpt from the Draft Minutes 
of April 2, 2003.  (Note:  The Hearing Examiner numbered the pages). 

 
c. Exhibit 2C:  January 14, 2004, Notice of Opportunity for Hearing. 
 

3. Exhibit 3:  May 13, 2004, Affidavit of Debra L. Jones, Continuing Medical Education and 
Renewal Officer for the Board. 

 
4. Exhibit 4:  May 13, 2004, Affidavit of Jacqueline A. Moore, Disciplinary Information 

Assistant for the Board, with one attached exhibit. 
 
5. Exhibit 5:  May 14, 2004, Affidavit of Danielle C. Bickers, Compliance Officer for the 

Board, with three attached exhibits. 
 
 

SUMMARY OF THE EVIDENCE 
 

All exhibits, even if not specifically mentioned, were thoroughly reviewed and considered by the 
Hearing Examiner. 
 
1. Karen M. Paradies, M.D., attained her medical degree in 2000 from the State University of 

New York, Upstate Medical University, in Syracuse, New York.  In July 2000, 
Dr. Paradies began a psychiatry residency at the University of Cincinnati Medical Center in 
Cincinnati, Ohio.  She completed two years of the program.  On July 5, 2002, the Board 
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licensed Dr. Paradies to practice medicine and surgery in Ohio.  (Exhibit [Ex.] 2B at 16, 
23). 

 
2. On November 13, 2002, the Board issued a pre-hearing Notice of Summary Suspension 

and Opportunity for Hearing advising Dr. Paradies that her certificate to practice medicine 
and surgery in Ohio had been summarily suspended.  This action was based upon an 
alleged impairment of Dr. Paradies’s ability to practice according to acceptable and 
prevailing standards of care due to alcohol and/or drug use or abuse.  Also on 
November 13, 2002, the Board issued to Dr. Paradies a Notice of Opportunity for Hearing 
proposing to take disciplinary action against her certificate based upon alleged violations of 
Sections 4731.22(A) and 4731.22(B)(5), (13), (26), and (35), Ohio Revised Code.  

 
3. On April 2, 2003, the Board issued an Entry of Order that permanently revoked 

Dr. Paradies’s certificate to practice medicine and surgery in Ohio, but stayed the 
revocation.  The Board suspended Dr. Paradies’s certificate indefinitely, for at least 
eighteen months.  Dr. Paradies’s certificate is still suspended pursuant to the April 2, 2003, 
Order.  (Ex. 2B at 3; 2C at 1).   

 
4. In the April 2, 2003, Order, the Board approved and confirmed the following Findings of 

Fact: 
 

1. On or about April 23, 2002, Karen M. Paradies, M.D., submitted an 
‘Application for Certificate—Medicine or Osteopathic Medicine’ 
[License Application] to the Board.  As part of this License 
Application, Dr. Paradies executed an ‘Affidavit and Release of 
Applicant’ in which she certified under oath that all statements made 
with respect to her License Application were true and complete.  
Dr. Paradies further acknowledged that the application was an ongoing 
process that required her to immediately notify the Board in writing of 
any changes to the answers provided in her License Application if 
such change occurred at any time prior to a license being granted.  On 
or about July 5, 2002, based upon the information Dr. Paradies 
provided, the Board issued Dr. Paradies a full and unrestricted license 
to practice medicine and surgery in Ohio. 

 
 In her License Application, Dr. Paradies answered ‘No’ to Question 25 

that asks, ‘Are you currently engaged in the illegal use of controlled 
substances?’  Dr. Paradies failed to update and correct the answer after 
she used cocaine in May 2002. 
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2. On August 7, 2002, Dr. Paradies was convicted in the Hamilton 
County Municipal Court in Cincinnati, Ohio, of misdemeanor Child 
Endangerment, in violation of Section 2919.22, Ohio Revised Code.  
The conviction resulted from Dr. Paradies leaving her sleeping 
three-year old daughter at home alone with the door open for 
approximately eight hours on May 4, 2002.  Dr. Paradies was 
sentenced to 180 days in jail, with credit for one day served and the 
remaining 179 days suspended.  Dr. Paradies was also placed on 
probation for a period of three years, with the conditions that 
Dr. Paradies complete an aftercare program and cooperate with 
Children’s Services. 

 
3. On May 18, 2002, after receiving emergency treatment for a fractured 

wrist arising from an automobile accident that occurred when she was 
driving while intoxicated, Dr. Paradies was admitted to Fort Hamilton 
Hospital in Hamilton, Ohio, for diagnoses including Alcohol 
Dependence and Cocaine Dependence.  Certified copies of 
Dr. Paradies’[s] treatment records from Fort Hamilton Hospital 
demonstrate that, shortly before this accident occurred, Dr. Paradies 
had decided not to take the Antabuse that had been prescribed to her 
by her treating psychiatrist until after she had an evening of drinking 
alcohol at home.  Moreover, after consuming twelve beers, 
Dr. Paradies decided ‘to try to buy some cocaine.’ 

 
 As a result of the May 18, 2002, accident Dr. Paradies was convicted 

in Norwood Mayor’s Court in Norwood, Ohio, on or about May 30, 
2002, of charges that included one count of Reckless Operation of a 
Motor Vehicle, in violation of City of Norwood, Ohio, Ordinance 
333.09A, a misdemeanor of the fourth degree.  Certified copies of 
court documents indicate that Dr. Paradies was referred to Glenbeigh 
Hospital in Rock Creek, Ohio, for participation in a ninety-day 
treatment program. 

 
4. On September 9, 2002, and again on September 10, 2002, Dr. Paradies 

contacted the Board’s Chief Enforcement Coordinator.  During the 
first telephone call Dr. Paradies reported the following:  

 
• Dr. Paradies had been treated for chemical dependency at a 

twenty-eight day in-patient program at Conifer Park 
Hospital in New York in 1985.  
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• Dr. Paradies had relapsed on alcohol in November 2001 
and had continued to use alcohol through May 2002.  

 
• She had used cocaine in May 2002. 
 
• In June 2002, she had completed twenty-eight days of 

in-patient treatment for chemical dependency at Glenbeigh 
Hospital, a Board-approved treatment provider in Rock 
Creek, Ohio.  

 
• She had subsequently entered into an aftercare program 

with Bethesda Hospital, a Board-approved treatment 
provider in Cincinnati, Ohio.   

 
• She had a conviction related to Reckless Operation in 

May 2002.  
 
• She had been convicted of Child Endangerment as a result 

of leaving her child at home alone.   
 
• After completing treatment at Glenbeigh Hospital in 

June 2002, she had again relapsed by consuming six beers 
on or about September 4, 2002, and then vomited due to 
being on Antabuse.  

 
 During the second telephone call the following day, Dr. Paradies 

disclosed that she had been previously treated for chemical 
dependency on an out-patient basis during 1993 at Strong Memorial 
Hospital in Rochester, New York. 

 
5. As a result of an automobile accident that had occurred on or about 

October 5, 2002, Dr. Paradies was found guilty in the Clermont 
County Municipal Court in Batavia, Ohio, of one count of Driving 
While Under the Influence of Alcohol or Drugs, in violation of Section 
4511.19(A)(1), Ohio Revised Code, a misdemeanor of the first degree; 
Child Endangerment, in violation of Section 2919.22, Ohio Revised 
Code, a misdemeanor of the first degree; and Failure to Use a Child 
Restraint System, in violation of Section 4511.81, Ohio Revised Code, 
a minor misdemeanor.  
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 Certified records from the Clermont County Municipal Court 
document that, while driving, Dr. Paradies was observed weaving in 
and out of her lane of traffic, knocking over several roadway 
construction barrels, and striking a concrete wall.  After Dr. Paradies 
came to a stop, law enforcement officers discovered a six-pack of beer 
in Dr. Paradies’[s] car, with two cans empty and a third partially 
depleted.  Although the officers subjected Dr. Paradies to a field 
sobriety test, it had to be discontinued when Dr. Paradies almost fell 
into the roadway.  Further, although a child’s safety seat was present in 
the car, Dr. Paradies had failed to secure her three-year-old daughter in 
the car seat, resulting in the child being unrestrained at the time of the 
accident.   

  
6. On October 15, 2002, Dr. Paradies telephoned the Board’s Chief 

Enforcement Coordinator, stating that, on October 4, 2002, 
Dr. Paradies had again relapsed on alcohol.  

 
 (Ex. 2B at 32–34). 
 

Accordingly, the Board determined that Dr. Paradies had failed to provide complete and 
accurate information on her licensure application about her illegal use of cocaine, which 
constituted “‘fraud, misrepresentation, or deception in applying for or securing any 
certificate to practice or certificate of registration issued by the board,’ as that clause is 
used in Section 4731.22(A), Ohio Revised Code,” and “‘[m]aking a false, fraudulent, 
deceptive, or misleading statement in the solicitation of or advertising for patients; in 
relation to the practice of medicine and surgery, osteopathic medicine and surgery, 
podiatry, or a limited branch of medicine; or in securing or attempting to secure any 
certificate to practice or certificate of registration issued by the board,’ as that clause is 
used in Section 4731.22(B)(5), Ohio Revised Code.”  (Ex. 2B at 3, 34). 

 
 The Board further determined that Dr. Paradies had demonstrated the “‘[i]mpairment of 

ability to practice according to acceptable and prevailing standards of care because of 
habitual or excessive use or abuse of drugs, alcohol, or other substances that impair ability 
to practice,’ as that clause is used in Section 4731.22(B)(26), Ohio Revised Code.”  (Ex. 
2B at 3, 34). 

 
Moreover, the Board determined that Dr. Paradies’s misdemeanor convictions in Hamilton 
County Municipal Court and Clermont County Municipal Court constituted “‘[a] plea of 
guilty to, a judicial finding of guilt of, or a judicial finding of eligibility for treatment in 
lieu of conviction for, a misdemeanor involving moral turpitude,’ as that clause is used in 
Section 4731.22(B)(13), Ohio Revised Code.”  (Ex. 2B at 3, 35). 
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5. The April 2, 2003, Order set forth certain terms, conditions, and limitations related to 

Dr. Paradies’s certificate to practice medicine and surgery in Ohio, including interim 
monitoring during Dr. Paradies’s suspension from practice.  (Ex. 2B at 3-11).  The interim 
monitoring requirements included: 

 
• Dr. Paradies shall obey all federal, state and local laws; all rules 

governing the practice of medicine and surgery in Ohio; and all terms 
imposed by any criminal court.  (Paragraph B.1.). 

 
•   Dr. Paradies shall submit quarterly declarations under penalty of Board 

disciplinary action and/or criminal prosecution, stating whether there 
has been compliance with all conditions of this Order.  
(Paragraph B.3.).   

 
• Dr. Paradies shall abstain completely from the personal use or 

possession of drugs, except those prescribed, administered, or 
dispensed to her by another so authorized by law who has full 
knowledge of Dr. Paradies’[s] history of chemical dependency.  
(Paragraph B.5.). 

 
• Dr. Paradies shall abstain completely from the use of alcohol.  

(Paragraph B.6.). 
 
• Dr. Paradies shall maintain participation in an alcohol and drug 

rehabilitation program, such as A.A., N.A., C.A., or Caduceus, no less 
than three times per week, unless otherwise determined by the Board.  
Substitution of any other specific program must receive prior Board 
approval.  Dr. Paradies shall submit acceptable documentary evidence 
of continuing compliance with this program, which must be received 
in the Board’s offices no later than the due date for Dr. Paradies’[s] 
quarterly declarations.  (Paragraph B.10.).   

 
(Ex. 2B at 3-5). 

 
6. Dr. Paradies has failed to comply with the interim monitoring requirements set forth above.  

A urine specimen that Dr. Paradies submitted for drug testing on November 19, 2003, 
tested positive for cocaine and was GC/MS confirmed for the presence of benzoylecgonine.  
On December 1, 2003, Dr. Paradies left a voice-mail message with Danielle Bickers, 
Compliance Officer for the Board, reporting that she had relapsed on cocaine.  (Ex. 5, 5A). 
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 Further, a urine specimen Dr. Paradies submitted for drug testing on December 4, 2003, 
also tested positive for cocaine and was GC/MS confirmed for the presence of 
benzoylecgonine.  (Ex. 5, 5C). 

 
 On December 18, 2003, the Board received a letter from Ronald A. Sachs, M.D., 

Dr. Paradies’s treating psychiatrist, reporting that, in late November 2003, Dr. Paradies had 
relapsed by consuming alcohol and “using a large amount of crack.”  Dr. Sachs further 
reported that Dr. Paradies had decreased her A.A. attendance to once per week before her 
relapse; that she had reestablished sobriety for two weeks, but then “used again” in 
mid-December; and that she had been discharged from her aftercare group.  (Ex. 5, 5B). 

 
 Lastly, despite the requirements set forth in Paragraphs B.3. and B.10. in the Board’s 

April 2, 2003, Order, Dr. Paradies failed to timely submit to the Board verification of her 
requisite attendance at drug-rehabilitation meetings.  She also failed to submit the quarterly 
declaration due on January 1, 2004, in which she was required to state whether or not she 
had been in compliance with all conditions of the April 2, 2003, Order.  (Ex. 2B at 4-5; 
Ex. 5).   

 
7. It should be noted that the Board thoroughly discussed Dr. Paradies’s case, in her presence, 

before issuing the April 2, 2003, Order.  The Board’s discussion made clear that 
Dr. Paradies was being given only one chance to attain sobriety.  (Ex. 2B at 45-48). 

 
 

 PROPOSED FINDINGS 
 

1. On November 13, 2002, the Board issued a pre-hearing Notice of Summary Suspension 
and Opportunity for Hearing advising Dr. Paradies that her certificate to practice medicine 
and surgery in Ohio had been summarily suspended based upon an alleged impairment of 
Dr. Paradies’s ability to practice according to acceptable and prevailing standards of care 
due to alcohol and/or drug use or abuse.  Also on November 13, 2002, the Board issued to 
Dr. Paradies a Notice of Opportunity for Hearing proposing to take disciplinary action 
against her certificate based upon alleged violations of Sections 4731.22(A) and 
4731.22(B)(5), (13), (26), and (35), Ohio Revised Code.  

  
2. Thereafter, on April 2, 2003, the Board issued an Entry of Order that permanently revoked 

Dr. Paradies’s certificate to practice medicine and surgery, stayed such revocation, and 
suspended Dr. Paradies’s certificate for an indefinite period of time, but not less than 
eighteen months.  Dr. Paradies’s license to practice medicine and surgery in the State of 
Ohio remains suspended pursuant to this Order. 
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A. The Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law that were approved and confirmed by 
the Board pursuant to the April 2003 Order included the following determinations: 

  
i.   Dr. Paradies’s failure to provide complete and accurate information on her 

licensure application concerning her illegal use of controlled substances, 
specifically cocaine, constituted “fraud, misrepresentation, or deception in 
applying for or securing any certificate to practice or certificate of registration 
issued by the board,” as that clause is used in Section 4731.22(A), Ohio Revised 
Code, and “[m]aking a false, fraudulent, deceptive, or misleading statement in 
the solicitation of or advertising for patients; in relation to the practice of 
medicine and surgery, osteopathic medicine and surgery, podiatry, or a limited 
branch of medicine; or in securing or attempting to secure any certificate to 
practice or certificate of registration issued by the board,” as that clause is used 
in Section 4731.22(B)(5), Ohio Revised Code.  

 
ii. Evidence that demonstrated Dr. Paradies’s “[i]mpairment of ability to practice 

according to acceptable and prevailing standards of care because of habitual or 
excessive use or abuse of drugs, alcohol, or other substances that impair ability 
to practice,” as that clause is used in Section 4731.22(B)(26), Ohio Revised 
Code, included the following: 

 
a.  Dr. Paradies has a history of prior treatment for chemical dependency and 

relapse that includes:  twenty-eight days of in-patient treatment at Conifer 
Park Hospital in New York in 1985; out-patient treatment at Strong 
Hospital in Rochester, New York, during 1993; relapse on alcohol in 
November 2001 with continued use through May 2002; relapse on cocaine 
in May 2002; twenty-eight days of in-patient treatment at Glenbeigh 
Hospital in Rock Creek, Ohio, in June 2002; relapse on alcohol while on 
Antabuse on September 4, 2002;  and relapse on alcohol on October 4, 
2002. 

 
b.  Dr. Paradies was convicted in the Hamilton County Municipal Court in 

Cincinnati, Ohio, of misdemeanor Child Endangerment, in violation of 
Section 2919.22, Ohio Revised Code, for leaving her three-year old 
daughter at home alone with the door open for approximately eight hours 
on May 4, 2002.   

 
The Board determined that, in addition to demonstrating impairment, this 
conviction also constituted  “[a] plea of guilty to, a judicial finding of guilt 
of, or a judicial finding of eligibility for intervention in lieu of conviction 
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for, a misdemeanor involving moral turpitude,” as that clause is used in 
Section 4731.22(B)(13), Ohio Revised Code. 

 
c.  Dr. Paradies was convicted in Norwood Mayor’s Court, in Norwood, 

Ohio, of charges that included one count of Reckless Operation of a Motor 
Vehicle, in violation of City of Norwood, Ohio, Ordinance 333.09A, a 
misdemeanor of the fourth degree, and was referred by the court to 
participate in a ninety-day treatment program.  This conviction arose from 
an automobile accident that occurred on May 18, 2002, after Dr. Paradies 
consumed twelve beers and decided “to try to buy some cocaine.” 

 
d.  Dr. Paradies was convicted in Clermont County Municipal Court, in 

Batavia, Ohio, of one count of Driving Under the Influence of Alcohol or 
Drugs, in violation of Section 4511.19(A)(1), Ohio Revised Code, a 
misdemeanor of the first degree; Child Endangerment, in violation of 
Section 2919.22, Ohio Revised Code, a misdemeanor of the first degree; 
and Failure to Use a Child Restraint System, in violation of Section 
4511.81, Ohio Revised Code, a minor misdemeanor.  These convictions 
arose from an automobile accident that occurred on or about October 5, 
2002, in which Dr. Paradies knocked over several construction barrels and 
struck a concrete wall while driving with her unrestrained three-year-old 
daughter in the car.  After the accident, law enforcement officers 
discovered a six-pack of beer in the car, with two cans empty and a third 
partially depleted.  

 
The Board determined that, in addition to demonstrating impairment, these 
convictions also constituted  “[a] plea of guilty to, a judicial finding of 
guilt of, or a judicial finding of eligibility for intervention in lieu of 
conviction for, a misdemeanor involving moral turpitude,” as that clause is 
used in Section 4731.22(B)(13), Ohio Revised Code. 

 
B. Further, the April 2, 2003, Order set forth certain terms, conditions and limitations 

related to Dr. Paradies’s medical licensure, including the following interim 
monitoring requirements: 

 
i. Pursuant to Paragraph B.1. of the April 2003 Order, “Dr. Paradies shall obey all 

federal, state and local laws; all rules governing the practice of medicine and 
surgery in Ohio; and all terms imposed by any criminal court.” 

 
ii. Pursuant to Paragraph B.3. of the April 2003 Order, “Dr. Paradies shall submit 

quarterly declarations under penalty of Board disciplinary action and/or criminal 
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prosecution, stating whether there has been compliance with all conditions of 
this Order.” 

 
iii.  Pursuant to Paragraph B.5. of the April 2003 Order, “Dr. Paradies shall abstain 

completely from the personal use or possession of drugs, except those 
prescribed, administered, or dispensed to her by another so authorized by law 
who has full knowledge of Dr. Paradies’ history of chemical dependency.”   

 
iv.  Pursuant to Paragraph B.6. of the April 2003 Order, “Dr. Paradies shall abstain 

completely from the use of alcohol.”  
 
v.  Pursuant to Paragraph B.10. of the April 2003 Order, “Dr. Paradies shall 

maintain participation in an alcohol and drug rehabilitation program, such as 
A.A., N.A., C.A., or Caduceus, no less than three times per week, unless 
otherwise determined by the Board. Substitution of any other specific program 
must receive prior Board approval.  Dr. Paradies shall submit acceptable 
documentary evidence of continuing compliance with this program, which must 
be received in the Board’s offices no later than the due date for Dr. Paradies’ 
quarterly declarations.”   

 
3.  Despite the requirements set forth in the April 2, 2003, Order, Dr. Paradies relapsed.  The 

urine specimen that Dr. Paradies submitted for drug testing on November 19, 2003, was 
reported as positive for cocaine and was GC/MS confirmed for the presence of 
benzoylecgonine.  On December 1, 2003, Dr. Paradies informed the Board’s Compliance 
Officer that she had relapsed on cocaine.  Additionally, the urine specimen Dr. Paradies 
submitted for drug testing on December 4, 2003, was also reported as positive for cocaine 
and was GC/MS confirmed for the presence of benzoylecgonine.  Further, on 
December 18, 2003, Dr. Paradies’s treating psychiatrist reported to the Board that, in late 
November 2003, Dr. Paradies had relapsed by consuming alcohol and  “using a large 
amount of crack.”  Her treating psychiatrist further reported that Dr. Paradies had decreased 
her A.A. meeting attendance to once per week before the relapse; that she had reestablished 
sobriety for two weeks, but then “used again” in mid-December; and that she had been 
discharged from her aftercare group. 

 
 Further, despite the requirements set forth in Paragraphs B.3. and B.10. of the April 2, 

2003, Order, Dr. Paradies failed to timely submit to the Board documentation verifying her 
attendance at the required number of drug-rehabilitation meetings.  She also failed to 
timely submit the quarterly declaration due January 1, 2004, in which she was required to 
state whether she had been in compliance with all conditions of the April 2, 2003, Order.  
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