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II. Exhibits Examined 
 

A. Presented by the State 
 

1. State’s Exhibits 1A through 1F:  Procedural exhibits.   
 
2. State’s Exhibit 2:  Certified copy of Dr. Shor’s 2003 consent agreement with the 

Board, and related documents, as maintained by the Board.   
 

 3. State’s Exhibit 3:  Copy of a January 14, 2005, Memorandum from Danielle C. 
Bickers, Compliance Officer, with attached printed copy of an e-mail sent to 
Ms. Bickers by Dr. Shor on January 10, 2005. 

 
4. State’s Exhibit 4:  Copy of a March 10, 2005, Memorandum from Ms. Bickers 

with attached fax cover sheet and letter dated January 5, 2005, from Diab 
Almhana, M.D. 

 
B. Presented by the Respondent 

 
 Respondent’s Exhibit A:  Copy of Dr. Shor’s April 20, 2005, written defense with 

attached copy of his wallet certificate. 
 
 

SUMMARY OF THE EVIDENCE 
 
All exhibits and transcripts of testimony, even if not specifically mentioned, were thoroughly 
reviewed and considered by the Hearing Examiner prior to preparing this Report and 
Recommendation. 
 
1. On March 21, 2003, Steven John Shor, M.D., signed a consent agreement with the State 

Medical Board of Ohio [Board], in lieu of formal proceedings based upon his violation of 
Section 4731.22(B)(19), Ohio Revised Code.  Dr. Shor’s consent agreement became 
effective April 2, 2003.  Among other things, the consent agreement imposed probationary 
terms, conditions, and limitations upon Dr. Shor’s certificate to practice medicine and 
surgery in Ohio.  (State’s Exhibit [St. Ex.] 2) 

 
2. Among the probationary terms, conditions, and limitations included in Dr. Shor’s consent 

agreement, paragraph 3 states as follows: 
 

 Dr. Shor shall appear in person for an interview before the full Board or its 
designated representative during the third month following the effective date 
of this Consent Agreement.  Subsequent personal appearances must occur 
every three months thereafter, and/or as otherwise requested by the Board.  If 
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an appearance is missed or is rescheduled for any reason, ensuing appearances 
shall be scheduled based on the appearance date as originally scheduled. 

 
 (St. Ex. 2 at 2-3)  Moreover, paragraph 6 states as follows: 
 

 Within thirty days of the effective date of this Consent Agreement, Dr. Shor 
shall submit to the Board for its prior approval the name and qualifications of 
a psychiatrist of his choice.  Upon approval by the Board, Dr. Shor shall 
undergo and continue psychiatric treatment at least once every two weeks or 
as otherwise directed by the Board.  Dr. Shor shall comply with his 
psychiatric treatment plan, including taking medications as prescribed and/or 
ordered for his psychiatric disorder.  * * * 

 
 Any request by Dr. Shor for modification of the frequency of his required 

psychiatric treatment as set forth in this paragraph shall be accompanied by 
documentation from his treating psychiatrist indicating that Dr. Shor has 
remained psychiatrically stable and that such treating psychiatrist supports 
Dr. Shor’s request for modification.  * * * 

 
 (St. Ex. 2 at 3-4) 
 
3. Danielle C. Bickers testified on behalf of the Board.  Ms. Bickers is the Board’s 

Compliance Officer, and her job duties include monitoring licensees of the Board who are 
under the terms of Board orders and consent agreements.  Moreover, Ms. Bickers testified 
that as a result of her job responsibilities she has become familiar with Dr. Shor.  (Hearing 
Transcript [Tr.] at 9-10) 

 
4. By Memorandum dated January 14, 2005, Ms. Bickers advised that Dr. Shor had been 

scheduled to attend an office conference on January 11, 2005, pursuant to the terms of his 
consent agreement.  By e-mail dated January 10, 2005, Dr. Shor advised Ms. Bickers, in 
part, as follows: 

 
 Please inform the board that I do not intend to show up for my scheduled 

appointment on the 11th of January.  It has become perfectly apparent to me 
that the charade of [maintaining] my medical license in any status is totally 
useless.  I will send a letter giving it back soon.  * * * 

 
 (St. Ex. 3) 

 
5. Ms. Bickers testified that Dr. Shor failed to appear for the January 11, 2005, conference.  

(Tr. at 11-12) 
 
6. By Memorandum dated March 10, 2005, Ms. Bickers advised that she had received by fax 

a letter from Diab Almhana, M.D., Dr. Shor’s treating psychiatrist.  By letter dated 
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January 5, 2005, and faxed to the Board on March 9, 2005, Dr. Almhana advised, in part, 
as follows:  “We are writing to you regarding Steven Shor.  Dr. Shor informed us that he 
will not be following [through] with the Medical Board recommendations, but will be 
following through with our office.  He is aware that he will lose his medical license.”  
(St. Ex. 4) 

 
7. Ms. Bickers testified that it is her understanding that, if Dr. Shor wanted to change the 

terms of his consent agreement, he had to request and obtain approval from the Board.  
Ms. Bickers further testified that Dr. Shor had wanted to change the frequency of his 
psychiatric sessions and see his psychiatrist on a less frequent basis than what the Board 
previously approved.  Ms. Bickers testified that, during office conferences, Dr. Shor had 
been informed that if his psychiatrist recommended a reduction in the frequency of the 
sessions then the Board might approve that.  However, Ms. Bickers testified that Dr. Shor 
failed to follow through with that requirement.  (Tr. at 12-14) 

 
8. In an April 20, 2005, letter, Dr. Shor presented his written defense.  He enclosed his wallet 

certificate with his letter.  Dr. Shor stated that he had not wanted a hearing, but instead had 
wanted to be able to give up his license “without prejudice,” meaning “that [it] would be 
voluntary and hence not be held against [him] if in the future [he] was ever in the position 
of thinking of applying for a new one.”  (Respondent’s Exhibit [Resp. Ex.] A) 

 
 Referring to Dr. Almhana’s letter to the Board, Dr. Shor stated, “Regardless of what he 

wrote to you, I never intended anyone to interpret that to mean that I wanted my license 
‘taken away,’ or that I was aware that I would ‘lose’ my license without my consent.”  
(Resp. Ex. A) 

 
 Further, Dr. Shor’s letter states, in part, 
 

 I have known what the consent agreement required all along, and I know I’m 
not supposed to just change the way I interpret it myself, but honestly, if I 
cannot practice medicine then why should I subject myself in any way to the 
requirements of the medical board?  If I am not going to be a licensed 
physician, then so be it, the medical board might as well have no authority 
over me. 

 
* * * 

 
 So in lieu of coming to Columbus, here is my ‘position, arguments, or 

contentions in writing.’  I’ve no intention of even trying to practice medicine 
in the foreseeable future here or in any other state.  I am continuing to see my 
physician/therapist but on my schedule.  I want to just turn in voluntarily my 
license in Ohio and do so in such a way as it isn’t just stripped from me.  I 
want the option some day of being allowed to apply for a new license, if and 
when I am able to practice medicine.  I know that the process and outcome of 
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doing so would be up to the board.  I know there would no doubt be many 
requirements to follow.  I suspect this will never happen. 

 
 If instead the board decides to force me to give up the license and then 

decides to use any of those things available in the last paragraph of [your] 
letter to me there is frankly little I can or am going to do about it. 

 
 I do not understand the nature of the relationship between the Board and 

individuals who suffer terrible loss.  You should just let the AG reps handle 
all of this, since in their words it was all my ‘fault’ anyway. 

 
 (Resp. Ex. A) 
 
 

FINDINGS OF FACT 
 
1. On March 21, 2003, Steven John Shor, M.D., signed a consent agreement with the Board in 

lieu of formal proceedings based upon his violation of Section 4731.22(B)(19), Ohio 
Revised Code.  Dr. Shor’s consent agreement became effective April 2, 2003.  Among 
other things, the consent agreement imposed probationary terms, conditions, and 
limitations upon Dr. Shor’s certificate to practice medicine and surgery in Ohio. 

 
2. Among the probationary terms, conditions, and limitations included in Dr. Shor’s consent 

agreement, paragraph 3 states as follows: 
 

 Dr. Shor shall appear in person for an interview before the full Board or its 
designated representative during the third month following the effective date 
of this Consent Agreement.  Subsequent personal appearances must occur 
every three months thereafter, and/or as otherwise requested by the Board.  If 
an appearance is missed or is rescheduled for any reason, ensuing appearances 
shall be scheduled based on the appearance date as originally scheduled. 

 
 Pursuant to the terms of his consent agreement, Dr. Shor had been scheduled to appear for 

an office conference on January 11, 2005.  On January 10, 2005, Board staff received an 
e-mail from Dr. Shor that included the following statement: 

 
 Please inform the board that I do not intend to show up for my scheduled 

appointment on the 11th of January.  It has become perfectly apparent to me 
that the charade of [maintaining] my medical license in any status is totally 
useless.  I will send a letter giving it back soon.  * * * 

 
 Dr. Shor failed to appear for the January 11, 2005, office conference. 
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3. Paragraph 6 of Dr. Shor’s consent agreement states as follows: 
 

 Within thirty days of the effective date of this Consent Agreement, Dr. Shor 
shall submit to the Board for its prior approval the name and qualifications of 
a psychiatrist of his choice.  Upon approval by the Board, Dr. Shor shall 
undergo and continue psychiatric treatment at least once every two weeks or 
as otherwise directed by the Board.  Dr. Shor shall comply with his 
psychiatric treatment plan, including taking medications as prescribed and/or 
ordered for his psychiatric disorder.  * * * 

 
 Any request by Dr. Shor for modification of the frequency of his required 

psychiatric treatment as set forth in this paragraph shall be accompanied by 
documentation from his treating psychiatrist indicating that Dr. Shor has 
remained psychiatrically stable and that such treating psychiatrist supports 
Dr. Shor’s request for modification.  * * * 

 
 By letter faxed to the Board on March 9, 2005, Diab Almhana, M.D., Dr. Shor’s Board-

approved treating psychiatrist, advised, in part, as follows:  “Dr. Shor informed us that he 
will not be following through with the Medical Board recommendations, but will be 
following [through] with our office.  He is aware that he will lose his medical license.” 

 
 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 
The conduct of Steven John Shor, M.D., as set forth in Findings of Fact 2 and 3, above, constitutes 
a “[v]iolation of the conditions of limitation placed by the board upon a certificate to practice,” as 
that clause is used in Section 4731.22(B)(15), Ohio Revised Code. 
 

* * * * * 
 
The evidence indicates that Dr. Shor’s consent agreement with the Board arose as a result of an 
impairment issue.  The evidence further indicates that Dr. Shor is currently either unwilling or 
unable to comply with his consent agreement, and does not wish to continue to practice medicine 
for the foreseeable future.   
 
 

PROPOSED ORDER 
 

It is hereby ORDERED that: 
 
 The certificate of Steven John Shor, M.D., to practice medicine and surgery in the State of 

Ohio shall be REVOKED.   
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