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EVIDENCE EXAMINED 

 
I. Testimony Heard 
 

A. Presented by the State: 
 

1. Timothy A. Gooden, M.D., as if on cross-examination. 
2. Charles Felzen Johnson, M.D. 
 

B. Presented by the Respondent: 
 

Timothy A. Gooden, M.D. 
 
II. Exhibits Examined 
 

A. Presented by the State: 
 

* 1. State’s Exhibits 1 and 2: Copies of medical records for Patients 1 and 2.  
 
2. State’s Exhibits 3A, 3C-1L: Procedural exhibits.  
 

* 3. State’s Exhibit 3B: Confidential patient key. 
 
* 4. State’s Exhibit 4: Expert report of Charles Felzen Johnson, M.D. (Note: By 

agreement of the parties, corrections were made by the Hearing Examiner, 
post-hearing.  See the Hearing Transcript at 70-71)   

 
5. State’s Exhibit 5: Excerpt from the American Medical Association’s Code of 

Medical Ethics, 2000-2001 Edition.  
 
6. State’s Exhibit 6: Copies of Dr. Gooden’s Step I and Step II Consent Agreements 

with the Board. 
 
7. State’s Exhibit 7: Curriculum vitae of Charles Felzen Johnson, M.D.  
 

B. Presented by the Respondent: 
 

Respondent’s Exhibits 1-7: Copies of letters written in support of Dr. Gooden.  
 

* Note: Exhibits marked with an asterisk [*] have been sealed to protect patient confidentiality. 
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SUMMARY OF THE EVIDENCE 
 
All exhibits and transcripts of testimony, even if not specifically mentioned, were thoroughly 
reviewed and considered by the Hearing Examiner prior to preparing this Report and 
Recommendation. 
 
1. Timothy A. Gooden, M.D., received a medical degree in 1981 from the Ohio State University 

School of Medicine.  Dr. Gooden completed a pediatric internship and residency at Rainbow 
Babies and Childrens Hospital, a subsidiary of University Hospitals of Cleveland, in 
Cleveland, Ohio.  Thereafter, he completed a one-year fellowship in neonatal medicine at 
Cleveland Metropolitan General Hospital.  Dr. Gooden practiced general pediatric medicine 
for sixteen years.  He terminated his practice in August 2001. (Hearing Transcript [Tr.] 11-12) 

 
 Dr. Gooden is currently in his second year of an addiction medicine fellowship through the 

Department of Psychiatry at University Hospitals of Cleveland. (Tr. 12)  
 
 Dr. Gooden is not licensed in any state other than Ohio. (Tr. 12)  
 
2. In July 1996, Dr. Gooden undertook the care of Patient 1; Patient 1 was five days old at that 

time.  Moreover, Dr. Gooden undertook the care of Patient 2 upon his birth in 
December 1999.  Patient 1 and Patient 2 were siblings. (Tr. 15, 2; State’s Exhibits [St. Exs.] 1 
and 2) 

 
 In approximately May 2000, Dr. Gooden entered into a sexual relationship with the mother of 

Patients 1 and 2.  The sexual activity took place during the time that Dr. Gooden was treating 
Patients 1 and 2.  Both Dr. Gooden and the mother of Patients 1 and 2 were married to other 
people at that time.  In addition, Dr. Gooden was suffering from untreated alcoholism. (Tr. 16, 
26-27)  

 
 Dr. Gooden engaged in sexual conduct with the mother of Patients 1 and 2 at various 

locations, including in her car, at her residence, and in local parks. (Tr. 16)  
 
 Dr. Gooden’s sexual conduct with the mother of Patients 1 and 2 resulted in the transmission of 

genital herpes, a sexually transmitted disease, to the mother and her spouse. (Tr. 16-19, 44-45)  
 
 Dr. Gooden testified that the sexual relationship was mutually terminated in late March 2001. 

(Tr. 20)  
 
3. In April 2001, Dr. Gooden entered inpatient treatment for alcoholism at the Cleveland Clinic 

Foundation. (Tr. 21)  
 
4. After completing inpatient treatment, Dr. Gooden returned to the practice of pediatric 

medicine.  One week after returning to practice, the husband of the mother of Patients 1 and 2 



Report and Recommendation 
In the Matter of Timothy A. Gooden, M.D. 
Page 4 

contacted Dr. Gooden’s employer and advised the employer of Dr. Gooden’s involvement 
with his wife.  Dr. Gooden admitted that the allegations made by the husband were true, and 
Dr. Gooden was terminated from his position. (Tr. 21-22)  

 
5. On August 8, 2001, Dr. Gooden entered into a Step I Consent Agreement with the Board.  In 

the Step I Consent Agreement, Dr. Gooden agreed to a suspension of his license to practice 
medicine and surgery in this state.  The suspension was based on Dr. Gooden’s impairment due 
to chemical dependency on alcohol, his conviction for Driving Under the Influence of 
Alcohol/Drugs, and his false answer to a question related to his criminal conviction on a 
renewal application.  Terms were imposed for the reinstatement of Dr. Gooden’s license to 
practice. (Tr. 21; St. Ex. 6) 

 
 On February 10, 2002, Dr. Gooden entered into a Step II Consent Agreement with the Board.  

In the Step II Consent Agreement, Dr. Gooden’s license was reinstated.  Moreover, 
probationary terms and conditions were imposed, for a period of not less than five years. 
(St. Ex. 6)  After reinstatement of his license, Dr. Gooden did not return to the practice of 
pediatric medicine.  Instead, he worked toward entering an addiction medicine fellowship. 
(Tr. 13-14) 

 
6. Charles Felzen Johnson, M.D., testified at hearing on behalf of the State.  Dr. Johnson 

testified that he had earned his medical degree in 1971 from the UCLA Medical School.  In 
1964, he completed a pediatric residency at Childrens Hospital in Los Angeles.  After serving 
in the military for three years, Dr. Johnson served as an assistant professor of pediatrics at the 
University of Iowa.  He later served as the dean of a medical school in Tennessee.  In 1981, 
Dr. Johnson relocated to Columbus, Ohio, and accepted a position as the Medical Director of 
the Child Abuse Program at Childrens Hospital and as a Professor of Pediatrics at the Ohio 
State University School of Medicine.  Dr. Johnson testified that he had relinquished his 
position as Medical Director in February 2003, in order to spend more time seeing patients, 
doing research, and teaching.  Dr. Johnson testified that he is board certified in pediatrics. 
(Tr. 47-48; St. Ex. 7)  

 
 Dr. Johnson testified that Dr. Gooden’s conduct with the mother of Patients 1 and 2 violated 

Principles I and IV of the American Medical Association’s Principles of Medical Ethics. 
(Tr. 51-53, 55-56)  Principles I and IV of the American Medical Association’s Principles of 
Medical Ethics provide as follows: 

 
I. A physician shall be dedicated to providing competent medical service 

with compassion and respect for human dignity and rights. 
 
IV. A physician shall respect the rights of patients, and other health 

professionals, and shall safeguard patient confidences and privacy 
within the constraints of the law. 

 



Report and Recommendation 
In the Matter of Timothy A. Gooden, M.D. 
Page 5 

 (St. Ex. 5)   
 
 In explaining the basis for his opinion, Dr. Johnson testified that the relationship between a 

pediatrician and the parents of pediatric patients is unique, in that the parent is the principle 
decision-maker for the patient.  Therefore, the pediatrician deals with the patient through an 
intermediary, as the physician cannot treat the child without going through the parent.  
Accordingly, it is extremely important that the pediatrician maintain an objective, professional 
relationship with the child’s parent.  Finally, Dr. Johnson testified that when the pediatrician 
enters into a sexual relationship with the parent of the child patient, it may adversely affect the 
care the child receives. (Tr. 55-57)  

 
 Dr. Johnson concluded that when a pediatrician enters into a sexual relationship with the 

parent of a pediatric patient, it is a violation of the standards of care. (Tr. 60)  
 
7. At hearing, Dr. Gooden acknowledged that his conduct with the mother of Patients 1 and 2 was 

not ethical.  He further acknowledged that there is no justification for his actions.  He added 
that he is truly remorseful, and accepts full responsibility for his conduct. (Tr. 22, 28, 41)  

 
 Dr. Gooden testified that, at the time of his misconduct with the mother of Patients 1 and 2, 

his alcoholism had been at its peak.  Dr. Gooden testified that this fact does not excuse his 
conduct, but provides perspective regarding his overall life at that time. (Tr. 27)  

 
8. Dr. Gooden explained that his date of sobriety is April 13, 2001, and that his life has changed 

significantly since that time.  He stated that his life had been controlled by his alcoholism and 
sexually addicted behavior, and that he had not seen a way to make his life better until he 
entered the Cleveland Clinic Foundation for treatment. (Tr. 28, 34)  

 
 Dr. Gooden testified that, currently, he is very active in Alcoholics Anonymous [AA].  He 

explained that he attends three AA meetings, one Sex and Love Addicts Anonymous [SLAA] 
meeting, and one Caduceus meeting per week.  He has served as secretary of his groups, and 
sponsors three other members.  He is also involved in International Doctors in AA.  
Dr. Gooden concluded that AA has been “a gift.” (Tr. 29-30, 36)  

 
9. Dr. Gooden testified that his goal is to pursue a career in addiction medicine, focusing on 

professionals with chemical dependency and boundary issues.  Dr. Gooden testified that he has 
learned a lot from his experiences, and hopes to share what he has learned with others. (Tr. at 
32-33)  

 
10. By letter dated September 23, 2003, Edward J. Poczekaj, M.Ed., CCDC III-E, CEAP, Director 

of Field Services of the Ohio Physicians Effectiveness Program [OPEP], advised that 
Dr. Gooden had been in full compliance with his OPEP contract since it was signed in 
June 2001.  Mr. Poczekaj further advised that Dr. Gooden has been in treatment for both 
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substance abuse and boundaries violations, and that Dr. Gooden has responded well to 
therapy. (Resp. Ex. 7)  

 
11. By letter dated September 11, 2003, Joseph W. Janesz, Ph.D., PCC, CCDC III-E, CRC, and 

Gregory B. Collins, M.D., of the Department of Psychiatry and Psychology, Alcohol & Drug 
Recovery Center, at the Cleveland Clinic Foundation, advised that Dr. Gooden had made 
“excellent strides” in his recovery and had been fully compliant with all treatment 
recommendations. (Respondent’s Exhibit [Resp. Ex.] 1)  

 
12. By letter dated September 12, 2003, Christina M. Delos Reyes, M.D., Co-Director, Addiction 

Medicine/Addiction Psychiatry Fellowship, at University Hospitals of Cleveland, advised that 
Dr. Gooden had been a fellow in good standing in that program since July 2002.  Dr. Reyes 
stated, in part, as follows: 

 
 Dr. Gooden has been a valuable and well-respected member of the treatment 

team during all of his clinical rotations.  He has an excellent rapport with 
patients, is readily available and accessible to nursing and administrative staff, 
and is well-liked by his peers. * * * During his time in this Fellowship, 
Dr. Gooden has adhered to the highest standards of professional and ethical 
conduct.  There have been no incidents that would cause concern about his 
behavior—in fact, all reports have been positive.  On a personal level, I am 
always struck by Dr. Gooden’s level of empathy and his willingness to learn.  * 
* * In summary, Dr. Gooden is an excellent physician and will be a wonderful 
addition and asset to the filed of addiction medicine.  

 
 (Resp. Ex. 2)  
 
13. By letter dated September 14, 2003, Ted Parran, M.D., Co-Director of the Addiction 

Medicine/Addiction Psychiatry Fellowship, at University Hospitals of Cleveland, advised, in 
part, as follows:  

 
 At this point I consider Dr. Gooden to be the most highly trained pediatrician in 

the treatment of Addictive disorders in the State of Ohio.  He has demonstrated 
consistently excellent attention to issues of professionalism and professional 
ethics and has demonstrated very appropriate boundaries at all times.  He has been 
exceedingly effective working clinically in the area of Chemical Dependence 
Treatment – a clinical area that is not uncommonly fraught with professional 
boundary issues and challenges.  

 
 (Resp. Ex. 3)  
 
14. By letter dated September 11, 2003, Robert J. Ronis, M.D., M.P.H., L. Douglas Lenkoski 

Professor of Psychiatry, and Vice Chair for Education, Department of Psychiatry, University 
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Hospitals of Cleveland, advised that he had been the co-director of the Addiction Fellowship 
at the University Hospitals of Cleveland and had made the decision to hire Dr. Gooden as a 
fellow.  Dr. Ronis stated that Dr. Gooden is a “serious, soft-spoken, conscientious and 
dedicated young physician who has maintained the highest ethical and professional standards 
while working in [the] program.”  Dr. Ronis further stated that he had the greatest confidence 
in Dr. Gooden and would be pleased to consider him a colleague. (Resp. Ex. 4)  

 
15. Dr. Gooden submitted additional letters of support from his AA sponsor and from a co-

member of his SLAA group. (Resp. Exs. 5, 6)  
 
16.   Dr. Gooden concluded his testimony with the following statement to the Board:  
 

 I would like to take the opportunity to let the [Board] know that * * * I’m truly 
sorry and truly remorseful for what has happened.  And I do accept full 
responsibility for what happened, for the consequence of what I’ve done. 

 
 * * * And I sincerely believe that this whole process is an opportunity for me to 

in some small way make restitution for the harm that I have done.  And, you 
know, I am totally at peace with the notion that the Board’s * * * judgment is 
appropriate, and that I will accept whatever comes along as – as very appropriate 
for my actions. 

 
 (Tr. 41)  
 
 

FINDINGS OF FACT 
 
From in or about March 2000 to in or about March 2001, Dr. Gooden engaged in sexual activity, 
including sexual intercourse, with the mother of pediatric Patients 1 and 2.  Dr. Gooden engaged in 
such sexual conduct with the mother of pediatric Patients 1 and 2 at various locations, including in 
her car, at her residence, and in local parks.  Furthermore, Dr. Gooden’s sexual conduct with the 
mother resulted in the transmission of venereal disease to the mother and her spouse.  

 
 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 

1. The conduct of Timothy A. Gooden, M.D., as set forth in the Findings of Fact, constitutes “[a] 
departure from, or the failure to conform to, minimal standards of care of similar practitioners 
under the same or similar circumstances, whether or not actual injury to a patient is 
established,” as that clause is used in Section 4731.22(B)(6), Ohio Revised Code.  

 
2. The conduct of Dr. Gooden, as set forth in the Findings of Fact, constitutes “[v]iolation of any 

provision of a code of ethics of the American medical association, the American osteopathic 
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