This CONSENT AGREEMENT is entered into by and between GEORGE R.
VANDENBARK, M.D., and THE STATE MEDICAL BOARD OF OHIO, a state agency

CONSENT AGREEMENT
BETWEEN
GEORGE R. VANDENBARK, M.D.
AND
THE STATE MEDICAL BOARD OF OHIO

charged with enforcing Chapter 4731, Ohio Revised Code.

GEORGE R. VANDENBARK, M.D., voluntarily enters into this AGREEMENT being fully
informed of his rights under Chapter 119, Ohio Revised Code, including the right to
representation by counsel and the right to a formal adjudicative hearing on the issues

considered herein.

This CONSENT AGREEMENT contains the entire agreement between the parties, there
being no other agreement of any kind, verbal or otherwise which varies the terms of

this CONSENT AGREEMENT.

This CONSENT AGREEMENT is entered into on the basis of the following stipulations,

admissions and understandings:

A.

THE STATE MEDICAL BOARD OF OHIO is empowered by Section
4731.22(B)(5) and (B){22), Ohio Revised Code, to limit, revoke,
suspend a certificate, refuse to register or reinstate an applicant,
or reprimand or place on probation the holder of a certificate for
"the limitation, revocation or suspension by another state of a
license or certificate to practice issued by the proper licensing
authority of that state, the refusal to license, register, or reinstate
an applicant by that authority, or the imposition of probation by
that authority, for an action that would also have been a violation
of this chapter, except for nonpayment of fees"”, and for
"soliciting patients or publishing a false, fraudulent, deceptive or
misleading statement.”

THE STATE MEDICAL BOARD OF OHIO enters into this CONSENT
AGREEMENT in lieu of further formal proceedings based upon the
violation of Section 4731.22(B)(22), to wit: Section
4731.22(B)(19) and/or (B)(26), Ohio Revised Code, as set forth
in the Notice of Opportunity for Hearing issued by the BOARD on
November 3, 1993, attached hereto as Exhibit A and incorporated
herein by reference. The BOARD expressly reserves the right to
institute formal proceedings based upon any other violations of
Chapter 4731 of the Revised Code, whether occurring before or
after the effective date of this AGREEMENT.
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C. GEORGE R. VANDENBARK, M.D., is licensed to practice medicine
and surgery in the State of Ohio.

D. DOCTOR VANDENBARK admits that on or about January 8,
1993, he entered into a CONSENT AGREEMENT with the
Louisiana State Board of Medical Examiners issuing him a
conditional license to practice in Louisiana. (A copy of the
Consent Order is attached hereto as Exhibit B and fully
incorporated herein.) The Order found that he had suffered
alcohol abuse and dependence and that his condition worsened
until he voluntarily sought treatment at a center in North Carolina
in August of 1992, where he was diagnosed with alcohol
dependency and major depression.

DOCTOR VANDENBARK admits that upon such findings and
conclusions, the Louisiana State Board of Medical Examiners
issued him a license to practice medicine in Louisiana that was
contingent upon his strict compliance with the terms of the
Louisiana Consent Order. To date, DOCTOR VANDENBARK has
maintained compliance with the Louisiana Consent Order.

E. DOCTOR VANDENBARK admits that he did not advise the BOARD
in June, 1992 of his alcohol dependence because he did not
recognize the dependence at that time.

F. DOCTOR VANDENBARK further states that he has been abstinent
from drugs/alcohol since August of 1992.

WHEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and mutual promises hereinafter set
forth, and in lieu of any further formal proceedings at this time, GEORGE R.
VANDENBARK, M.D., knowingly and voluntarily agrees with THE STATE MEDICAL
BOARD OF OHIO (hereinafter BOARD) to the following terms, conditions and
limitations:

1. DOCTOR VANDENBARK's certificate to practice medicine and
surgery in the State of Ohio shall be SUSPENDED for an indefinite
period of time. Such suspension is STAYED, subject to the
following PROBATIONARY terms, conditions and limitations for a
period of at least two (2) years:
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DOCTOR VANDENBARK shall obey all federal, state
and local laws, and rules governing the practice of
medicine in Ohio;

DOCTOR VANDENBARK shall submit quarterly
declarations under penalty of BOARD disciplinary
action or criminal prosecution stating whether there
has been compliance with all the conditions of this
CONSENT AGREEMENT;

DOCTOR VANDENBARK shall appear in person for
quarterly interviews before the BOARD or its

designated representative, or as otherwise directed
by the BOARD;

In the event DOCTOR VANDENBARK should leave
Ohio for three (3) consecutive months, or reside or
practice outside the State, DOCTOR VANDENBARK
must notify the BOARD in writing of the dates of
departure and return. Periods of time spent outside
Ohio will not apply to the reduction of this period
under the CONSENT AGREEMENT, unless otherwise
determined by motion of the BOARD in instances
where the BOARD can be assured that probationary
monitoring is otherwise being performed;

In the event DOCTOR VANDENBARK is found by the
Secretary of the BOARD to have failed to comply
with any provision of this agreement, and is so
notified of that deficiency in writing, such periods of
noncompliance will not apply to the reduction of the
probationary period under this CONSENT
AGREEMENT;

DOCTOR VANDENBARK shall abstain completely
from the personal use or possession of drugs, except
those prescribed, dispensed or administered to him
by another so authorized by law who has full
knowledge of DOCTOR VANDENBARK'’s history of
chemical dependence; '

DOCTOR VANDENBARK shall abstain completely
from the use of alcohol;
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The BOARD retains the right to require, and
DOCTOR VANDENBARK agrees to submit, blood
and/or urine analysis upon request and without prior
notice;

Within thirty (30) days of the effective date of this
CONSENT AGREEMENT, DOCTOR VANDENBARK
shall undertake and maintain participation in an
alcohol and drug rehabilitation program, such as
A.A., N.A., or Caduceus, or any other program
approved in advance by the BOARD specifically for
DOCTOR VANDENBARK, no less than three (3)
times per week. Substitution of any specific
program must receive prior BOARD approval. At his
appearances before the BOARD of its designated
representative, DOCTOR VANDENBARK shall submit
acceptable documentary evidence of continuing
compliance with this program;

DOCTOR VANDENBARK shall maintain continued
compliance with the terms of the North Carolina
Physicians Health & Effectiveness Program
Treatment Plan Contract, effective September 15,
1992, and the Louisiana State Medical Society
Impaired Physicians Program Substance Abuse
Treatment Contract, effective November 12, 1992,
and the terms of these agreements are specifically
incorporated into this CONSENT AGREEMENT to the
extent they are not in conflict;

DOCTOR VANDENBARK shall provide continuing
authorization, through appropriate written consent
forms, for disclosure by his treatment providers to
the BOARD, to treating and monitoring physicians,
and to others involved in the monitoring process, of
information necessary for them to fulfill their
respective duties and obligations;

DOCTOR VANDENBARK shall immmediately notify the
BOARD of his failure to comply with the CONSENT
AGREEMENT in effect in Louisiana.
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m. Within thirty (30) days of the effective date of this
Agreement, DOCTOR VANDENBARK shall provide a
copy of this CONSENT AGREEMENT to all employers
or entities with which he contracts to provide
physician services, research duties or training as well
as the Chief of Staff at each hospital where he has,
applies for, or obtains privileges or appointments.

The above described terms, limitations and conditions may be amended or terminated
in writing at any time upon the agreement of both parties. However, this
AGREEMENT shall remain in force for a minimum of two (2) years prior to any request
for termination of said CONSENT AGREEMENT.

If, in the discretion of the Secretary and Supervising Member of THE STATE MEDICAL
BOARD OF OHIO, DOCTOR VANDENBARK appears to have violated or breached any
of the terms or conditions of this AGREEMENT, THE STATE MEDICAL BOARD OF
OHIO reserves the right to institute formal disciplinary proceedings for any and all
possible violations or breaches, including but not limited to, alleged violations of the
laws of Ohio occurring before the effective date of this AGREEMENT.

DOCTOR VANDENBARK acknowledges that he has had an opportunity to ask
questions concerning the terms of this AGREEMENT and that all questions asked have
been answered in a satisfactory manner.

Any action initiated by the BOARD based on alleged violations of this CONSENT
AGREEMENT shall comply with the Administrative Procedures Act, Chapter 119, Ohio
Revised Code.

DOCTOR VANDENBARK hereby releases THE STATE MEDICAL BOARD OF OHIO, its
members, employees, agents, officers, and representatives jointly and severally from
any and all liability arising from the within matter.

This CONSENT AGREEMENT shall be considered a public record as that term is used
in Section 149.43, Ohio Revised Code. It is expressly understood that this CONSENT
AGREEMENT is subject to ratification by the BOARD prior to signature by the
Secretary and Supervising Member and shall become effective upon the last date of
signature below.
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Further, this information may be reported to appropriate organizations, data banks and
governmental bodies.

STATE MEDICAL BOARD OF OHIO

By: Mﬁ‘ 0(&(
2

CARLA S. O’'DAY, M.D.
Secretary

KPR S

AYNIO ALBER

KEVIN P. BYERS, ESQ. -
Supervising Member

Attorney for
DR. VANDENBARK

A/4 /94 4///\7/7¢

DATE
C. KACZM
Assistant Attorhey Gengral
4-1%-94

DATE

f:\hhs\lili\vanden.mem




STATE MEDICAL BOARD OF OHIO

77 South High Street, 17th Floor ® Columbus, Ohio 43266-0315 ® (614) 466-3934

‘November 3, 1993

George Richard Vandenbark, M.D.
2612 Douglas Drive
Bossier City, LA 71111

Dear Doctor Vandenbark:

In accordance with Chapter 119., Ohio Revised Code, you are hereby notified that the
State Medical Board of Ohio intends to determine whether or not to limit, revoke,
suspend, refuse to register or reinstate your certificate to practice medicine and surgery,
or to reprimand or place you on probation for one or more of the following reasons:

(1) On or about January 8, 1993, you entered into a Consent Order with the
Louisiana State Board of Medical Examiners (a copy of which is attached
hereto and fully incorporated herein) issuing you a conditional license to
practice medicine in Louisiana. The Order found that you had suffered
from alcohol abuse and dependence and that your condition worsened until
you "voluntarily sought treatment” at a Center in North Carolina in August
of 1992, where you were diagnosed with alcohol dependency and major
depression. Upon such findings and conclusions, the Louisiana State Board
of Medical Examiners issued you a license to practice medicine in Louisiana
that was contingent upon your strict compliance with the terms of the
Consent Order.

Your acts, conduct, and/or omissions as alleged in paragraph (1) above, individually
and/or collectively constitute "the limitation, revocation or suspension by another state
of a license or certificate to practice issued by the proper licensing authority of that state,
the refusal to license, register, or reinstate an applicant by that authority, or the
imposition of probation by that authority, for an action that would also have been a
violation of this chapter, except for nonpayment of fees,"” as that clause is used in Section
4731.22(B)(22), Chio Revised Code, to wit: Section 4731.22(B)(19) and/or (B)(26), Ohio
Revised Code. - : )

(2) On or about June 5, 1992, you signed a Renewal Application (a copy of
which is attached hereto and fully incorporated herein) for the current
biennium for your certificate to practice medicine and surgery in Ohio
certifying that the information was true and correct in every respect.

Mailed 11/4/93
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a) Inresponse to the question:

At any time since signing your last application for renewal of
your certificate have you been addicted to or dependent upon
alcohol or any chemical substance; or been treated for, or been
diagnosed as suffering from, drug or alcohol dependency or
abuse?,

You answered "No."

In fact, on or about January 8, 1993, you entered into a Consent
Order (a copy of which is attached hereto and fully incorporated
herein) with the Louisiana State Board of Medical Examiners
which stated in part "Dr. Vandenbark has suffered in the past
from alcohol abuse and dependence. His dependency deepened
over a number of years until he recently voluntarily sought
treatment at the Charter House Drug Rehabilitation Center,
Raleigh, North Carolina, where he was admitted on August 21,
1992, with a diagnosis of alcohol dependence and major
depression.”

Your acts, conduct, and/or omissions as alleged in paragraph (2) above, individually
and/or collectively, constitute "publishing a false, fraudulent, deceptive, or misleading
statement," as that clause is used in Section 4731.22(B)(5), Ohio Revised Code.

Pursuant to Chapter 119., Ohio Revised Code, you are hereby advised that you are
entitled to a hearing in this matter. If you wish to request such hearing, the request
must be made in writing and must be received in the offices of the State Medical Board
within thirty (30) days of the time of mailing of this notice.

You are further advised that you are entitled to appear at such hearing in person, or by
your attorney, or by such other representative as is permitted to practice before this
agency, or you may present your position, arguments, or contentions in writing, and
that at the hearing you may present evidence and examine witnesses appearing for or
against you.

-In the event that there is no request for such hearing received within thirty (30) days of
the time of mailing of this notice, the State Medical Board may, in your absence and
upon consideration of this matter, determine whether or not to limit, revoke, suspend,
refuse to register or reinstate your certificate to practice med1c1ne and surgery or to
reprimand or place you on probation.
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Copies of the applicable sections are enclosed for your information.
Very truly yours,

Cn«J—» %/ﬁf

Carla S. O'Day, M.D.
Secretary

CSO:;jmb
Enclosures:

CERTIFIED MAIL #P 348 885 005
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED




LOUISIANA STATE BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS

: . e
830 Union Street, Suite 100 ©
Telephone: (504) 524-6763 ':/53
FAX (504) 568-8893 v
New Orleans, LA 70112-1499 ~
)
=

X
In Re:
Application of ‘ )
GBORGER. YANDENBARK, M.D. : CONSENT ORDER
For Medical Licensure : FOR ISSUANCE OF
: MEDICAL LICENSE
X

This matter is before the Louisiana State Board of Medical Examiners (the “Board”) on the application
of George Richard Vandenbark, M.D., Ph.D. (“Dr. Vandenbark™), for a license to practice medicine in the
state of Louisiana, on the basis of reciprocity with the State of Ohio. Dr. Vandenbark, 42 years of age;
holds a doctor of medicine degree awarded in 1978 by Ohio State University College of Medicine, a
doctorate in biochemistry awarded in 1989 by Case Western Reserve University, and is a diplomate of the
American Board of Internal Medicine, having completed a residency in internal medicine at the Ohio State
University Hospitals. He currently holds a license to practice medicine in the states of North Carolina and
Ohio, where he was originally licensed in 1980 on the basis of National Board examinations, but seeks
licensure in Louisiana to accept a position as Associate Professor in the Department of Medicine, Section
of Hematology-Oncology, of the Louisiana State University School of Medicine in Shreveport, Louisiana,

While it appears from information available to the Board, as supplicd by Dr. Vandenbark’s application
and otherwise, that the physician is generally qualified for licensure, Dr. Vandenbark has suffered in the past
from alcoho! abuse and dependence. His dependency deepened over a number of years until he recently vol-
untarily sought treatment at the Charter House Drug Rehabilitation Center, Raleigh, North Carolina, where

L

he was admitted on August 21, 1992, with a diagnosis of alcohol dependence and major depression. His

treatment, including detoxification and chemical dependency group therapy, was reported as successful and
his condition good upon discharge, September 18, 1992, to continuing aftercare sponsored by the North
Carolina Physicians Health and Effectiveness Program (“NCPHEP”). In a Treatment Plan Contract with
NCPHEP dated September 16, 1992, and extending for a term of three years, among other stipulations, Dr.

Vandenbark committed to attendance at 90 Alcoholxcs Anonymous (“AA™) meetings during the 90 days .

following his discharged from inpatient treatment, four meetings a week for the succeeding year, three
meetings weekly thereafter and regular contact with his NCPHEP monitor.

Dr. Vandenbark’s longstanding difficulties with alcoholism could provide legally sufficient caqsé for
the Board to deny his application for a medical license in this state, pursuant to La. Rev. Stat. §

December 1992
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37:1285(A)(5). From the information obtained and considered, however, it appears that the Applicant’s
treatment and rehabilitation for such condition has been successful to date, that he continues to participate
in ongoing aftercare, and that, so long as he continues with such treatment, his prognosis is good. In
reaching such conclusions, the Board is impressed with the opinions and recommendations of the Medical
Director of the NCPHEP who observes that Dr. Vandenbark “has displayed good progress and an excelient
attitude” and is therefore considered a “good candidate for a Louisiana license.™ Dr. Vandenbark’s applica-
tion is also endorsed by the Director of the Louisiana State Medical Society Impaired Physicians Program
who offered the assistance of the Impaired Physicians Committee of the Shreveport Medical Society in
furthering Dr. Vandenbark'’s aftercare treatment program.2

Based on such recommendations, and upon its review of the records of the physician’s rehabilitation
treatment, upon the information and circumstances presented, the Board is persuaded that the public interest
will be properly protected and served by the issuance to Dr. Vandenbark of a license to practice medicine in
Louisiana, subject to his acceptance of and strict compliance with certain terms and conditions, as set forth
hereinafter. And by his subscription hereto, Dr. Vandenbark hereby consents o entry of the Order set forth
below and to the issuance of licensure pursuant thereto. Accordingly,

IT IS ORDERED that a license to practice medicine in the state of Louisiana shall be issued to George
R. Vandenbark, M.D.; provided, however, that the issuance of such license and Dr. Vandenbark’s continu-
ing maintenance of such license shall be conditioned upon and subject to his acceptance of and strict
compliance with the following terms and conditions: :

(a) Compliance with NCPHEP Treatment Contract. Dr. Vandenbark shall maintain strict
compliance with each and all of the terms, conditions and provisions specified in the Treatment
Plan Contract dated September 15, 1992, between Dr. Vandenbark and the North Carolina Physi-
cians Health & Effectiveness Program (“NCPHEP"”), so long as such contract remains in effect. .
To the extent that continuing compliance with any of the terms or conditions of such Treatment
Plan Contract is inconsistent with or impractical in light of the physician’s relocation to and prac-
tice of medicine in Louisiana, it shall be Dr. Vandenbark’s responsibility to seek and obtain the
written waiver of any such term or provision by the NCPHEP and to cause the NCPHEP to
fumnish the Board with a copy of such waiver.

(b) Participation in lmpaired Physiclans Program. Within 10 days of the entry of this Order,
Dr. Vandenbark, if he has not already done so, shall contact the Impaired Physicians Committee of
the Shreveport Medical Society (the “Shreveport IPC™) and shall enter into a Treatment Contract
with the Shreveport IPC providing for his continuing aftercare and participation in Alcoholics
Anonymous and/or Caduceus Club programs for a period of not less than three years from the
effective date of such Treatment Contract. Within five days of signing such Treatment Contract,
Dr. Vandenbark shall fumish or cause to be fumnished to the Board a complete and accurate copy of
such Treatment Contract, and he shall thereafter comply in all respects with each and all of the
terms, conditions and provisions of such Treatment Contract. Dr. Vandénbark shall further antho-
rize his treating and monitoring physicians as designated in such Treatment Contract, to furnish
the Board, not less frequently than quarterly during the term of such contract, with written reports
on Dr. Vandenbark’s compliance with the terms of the Treatment Contract.

Letter, R. C. Vanderberry, M.D., Med. Dir., N. C. Phys. Health & Effectiveness Prog., to D. Rorison, Exec.
Dir., La. State Bd. Med. Exam. (Oct. 2, 1992).

2L etter, E. Hoffman, Ph.D., Director, Impaired Phys. Prog., La. State Med. Soc'y, to D. Rorison, Exec. Dir.,
La. State Bd. Med. Exam. (Oct. 1, 1992).

December 1992
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