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Dr. Macedonia

Dr. McCann

Qe
A.

Q.
A.

Q.
A.

The next doctor is Dr. Reulbach. Last June we terminated his
suspension. Dr. Platter called me. He has gone on the staff
full time with the Veterans Administration.

Dr. Reulbach, this is Mr. Cranston on your right, the represent-

ative from the Attorey General's Office. He is the legal advisor
for the Medical Board. This is the first time that ke is meeting
with the Board. .

In June we removed your suspension,.as I understand Dr. Platter,
you are a full time employee of the Veteran's Administration. Is
that right? Would you like to tell the Board how you are getting
along?

1 am getting along very well.

You are now regularly employed at the Veterans Administration?
Yes, sir.

Are you supporting your family, Doctor?
Yes, sir.

Are you and the family living together?
We are but there are two children who are still away. We hope to
heve bhem back with us before too long.

Where are these children?
They are in foster homes.

Ts this full time employment with the Veterans Administration, Doctor?
Yes

Are living quarters furnished by the Veterans Administration?
Ne

Are you being treated at 211 by your doctor?

No.

Are you doing any writing?
No

You have given that up, have you?
Yes, sir.
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Dr. Brumbaugh . Are there any other questions from members of the Board? If not,
what is the pleasure of the Board?

Dr. McCann I move that he return in six months.

Dr. Platter No, he is through. He has been restored, Doctor.

Dr. Merchant You asked him merely to come back and report. |

Dr. Platter‘ Yes. You had signified at the last meeting that he was to be
restored.

Dr. Merchant It is the case of lifting a temporary, tempéry because at the

meeting last Cctober we had raised it for a period of training
so that he could qualify under these circumstances so that he
could get his job. We have given him actually a test run for
some nine months, during which time he has done well. I would
move that we release him from our probation.

Dr. Platter That is right.
Dr. Merchant And observation and wish ﬁim‘well. W will not be quite as short

termed nor as easy should he return. There will ke no such thing
as a seconeé time,

A. Thank you very much,



June 22, 1962

Probate Judge
Court House
Cuyahoga County
Cleveland, Chio
De r Sir:
This is to advise ycu that the indefinite suspension
of the certificate # 18570 of Franklin P. Reulbach is lifted

Please make such nctation on your records,

Very truly yours,

ALP sEMH Secretary



January 27, 1961

Franklin P. feulbach, M, D.
3911 Bader Ave.

Clevelard 9, Ohio

Dear Dr. Beulbach:

Tnis is to advise you that the State Medical Board,
after consideration of your case on January 24, 1961, voted
to indefinitely suspend your certificate to practice Kedicine
and Surgery in the State of Chio.

Very truly yours,

H¥P:EKH Secretary
Inc.

g il et
/W//
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HEARING BEFORE THE STATE MEDICAL BOARD OF OHIO
COLUMBJS, OHIO -~ JANUARY 24, 1961

9315 AM,

APPEARANCES:

Horace B, Davidson, M,D,

John N, McCann, M.D,

will M, Hoyt, M.D.

James O, Watson, D.O,

John B, m‘umbawl, M.D,

Frederick T, Merchant, M.D,

Harris D, Iler, M.D,

Donald F., Bowers, M,D, - Members of the State Medical
Board

H. M, Platter, M.D, Secretary

Lawrence Collihs - Representative from the Attorney

General's Office

|. Doctor Davidson I think the members of the Beard will remember
b Franklin Reulbach who recently appeared and was
placed on probation in 1957 as a result of the
illegal use of narcotics by himself and his wife,
He was here in January 1958, August 1958,
February 1959, August 1959 and April 1960, He
was probated in May of 1959, He had a gastric
! resection in November 1959 and we haven't seen
4 him since then but when he was here in April

: 1960, I think he has had some other problems
since that time. He was unable to see us the
last time we had a2 meeting, What is the
circumstance at the mresent, Dr. Reulbach?

i

A. I am not in practice,

Q. You are not in practice, What are you doing?
A, I am not doing anything except writing; I
haven't practiced since October.

Q. What type of writing are you engaged in?
An author, you mean?
A. I try to be,

; Q. Would youlare to tell us what type of writing
‘ or would you rather not go into this?
A. Philosophical, I guess,

Q. Philosophical — is it something that enables
you to make a living?

A, No, not as yet.

Q. Not as yet, then how are you...?
A, My wife

Q. Is your wife working?
A, Yes
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Dr., Davidson Q. And your family, are they cared for?
A, They are,
Q. Are you living together?
Ae Y es
Q. And you have had no office for about four months?
A, Yes
Qs Do you have any intention of returning to practice?
A. Frankly, I don't know,
Q. Is this a mental or emotional thing?
A. Financially it is a little difficult right now to
start a prectice and I haven't inquired about any
Job in a hospital because I don't want to work in
- a hospital at the present time,
Q. What caused you to give up your practice?
Ae I wanted to stop for awhile,
Q. It was voluntary on your part that you stopped?
A. Yes
Q. Do any of you have any questions that you care
to ask Dr, Reulbach?
Dr. Merchant Q. Acknowledging that you closed your office, do

you mean that you sold all your equipikient and
that you will have to start all over again?

A. My equipment was under lien and I had lost
almost the whole year of 1959 because of
iliness and it was a little difficult getting
the practice going again, My equipment etec,
was taken away...

Qe You have nothing?
A, No. sir,

Q. Office room or rooms as well as equipment?
A, No, air.

Q. When did you start practice orizinally?
A, 1953

Q. Had you berrowed against your office equipment?
Why the liea? You should have been paid off
n in seven to eight years,

A, I know I should have but it has accumulated and
b I owed Schumann-Jones money and they attached a
lien on my equipment, I Haven't gone into
bankruptcy yet. If I had gone into bankruptcy
all of this could have been avcided, couldn't

it? But I didn't...

Q. That is the wrong way to think of it. If you had
paid your debts as you went along that would have
been avoided. It would have been better than
bankruptcy.
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Doctor Davidson

Doctor MeCann

Dector Platter

Doctor David=zon

Doctor Merchant

Dector Davidson

Doctor Hoyt

Docbor Davidson
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Are there any other questions that you want to ask?

Qs Have you had mich psychiatric treatment?
A. I don't think I need it, sir, not now,

Q. When did you see the psychiatrist last? Did
he dismiss you eor ......
A, Yes

Ca You did not withdraw of your own accord?
A, No

Doctar, were you in Probate Court recently? You
had some trouble last summer,

That was for non-support of his family; that was in
Juvenile Court, not in Probate Court, What dispos-
jtion was made of that?

A, Some of thechildren are still under other care,

Qs If you are not practicing and can't decide
whether you want to return or not, actually
what can you do ether than practice medicine?
Do you have anything that you have done
previously in the work way, saytduring achool
years, that you have had experience in?

A, I wouldn't go into anything but medicine, I'm
a doetor,

Qs You wouldn't... you have no previocus experience
in other occupations?
A, No, sir,

Q. Did you work part of the way through school,
either in undergraduste or graduate school?
A, I worked in a factory,

0. How come you haven't got some kind of a job to
help support the family in view of your owm
prefessional debt problems and the famidy
maintenance?

A, T simply have not,

Q. Why? You mean that is the answer?
A, Yes, sir, I am not an irresponsible person
although seemingly it may appear that way,

Q. While you are not actually engaged in the
practice ef medicine you really don't need a
license, do you,Doctér? At present you have
;o need for a license, as you are not using it,

A, 0,

He is feeling his way., Let us see what he will do
in six months,

Q. Would you like to voluntarily surrender your
license temporarily until you feel that you are
able to return to practice?

A. Otherwise you will remove it?

Q. No, this is a question. There will be no club
over your head at all,
A, No, sir. I would rather keep it,
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Doctor Davidson Qe You do not wish to voluntarily surrender it?

A, No, sir,

Q. And yet you are not using it, I think that the
feeling of the Board members i6 that your
troubles have compounded themselves and you
have been so inadept at extricating yourself of
your difficulties that we are afraid to allow
you to proceed without some type of restraint.

A, TYes, sir, Then remove the license until such time
as they think fits....

Doctor Merchant Trhat is largely determined by your own action, Lr,
Reulbach, with or without a license, That is the
problem that Dr. Davidson has phrased to you and the
question in our collective minds, I am sure, With
a license yvu did not handle the situatiom very well
and without it perhaps you will then seek other
ways to prove you ... that you are capable of facing
it and solving issues,

A. I am capable of solving issues,
Docbor Davidson I think that we are afraid that when you are unable

to properly regulate your own 1life, you are not in
a position to help regulate ths lives of others,

Doctor Bewers I meve that the license be suspended for a period
of two years, after which he can appear before us,

Decter Davidson Dr. Bewers maskes a motion with a definite time limit
of two years of suspemsion, Is there a second?

Docter Platter I think that we had better talk of proceedure to our
attorney first,

Doctoer Bowsrs Well, he is here, Is that Jegal?

Mr. Collins I think that any action or order relative to the

doctor under question, you have the right to do it,
Of course all of these things would be subject to
appeal by him, He would have the right to do it, He
would have the right to appeal the decision,

Doctor Bewers 1 am not meking this motion in order to punish this
doctor. I am making the motion in the hope that it
will stimilate him to start to get his license back,

Doctor Davidson It might be more of a stimilant if there were not
& definite time intermal. If it were until he
shows evidence that he is suited to return to
practice,

Dector Bewers If he doesn't show it in two years, then I don't
think he will ever show it,

Doctor Merchant There is a curious gap in this, Dr, Ruelbach » in
spite of statements and this is this, and I think
that is behind Dr. Bewers point and would be mine,
too., If you can't afford to go into practice with
your license until you have the where with 2ll to
do it, it would seem about time for you to start
to earn your wey toward it., We will remove any
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Doctor Merchant (continued) stigma on this part by suspending

the license for a period of time to give you a
free access to any job, You are not hindered,
let's say, by physician aspect, by which you
can't qualify physically in equipment, let's
say, and perhaps that will give you a chance to
get back on your feet and then prove that you
should have your license back, If you should
have your license back, that you are able to g0O,
let it be a stimlation to you, whereas having a
license on the wall that you can't use anyhow gives
you a false sense of direction it would seem.

A, It is your decision, sir,

Mr, Collins I might say from a affable standpoint along with it,
if there be any contingency made on that, if he
could show that he would be able to practice as the
Board thinks he should, as a doctor should.....

Doctor Bowers That it be removed at any time,

Mr. Collins Yes, that I wa.... I think that he would like te
know that... that I think that we should mix a
1ittle equity with the law..

Doctor Bewers That it can be removed at any time, The only reason
that I made a limit of years is the fact that out-
wardly, if people heard that he had been suspended
for two years, it would give him a chance to get
back rather than the stigmata of a suspension for
punishment of some,...

Decter Brumbaugh If his license was suspended, would it be adverse
- if he were to apply for salarized position anyvhere,
would that be derogatory, would it be difficult
for him?

Doctor Bowers Unless he tried to get a job in medicine and then he
will have to come back here,

Doctor Davidson He doesn't have to advertise the faet that his license
is suspended, if he lloks for gainful occupation
which.....

Would you be willing, Dr. Bowers, to offer the motion
that his license is suspended indefinitely? Would
that reduce the opportunity to lift the suspension
quickly if he should rehabilitate himself and remove
the necessity of reconsidering this again in two years
if he doesn't rehabilitate himself.

Doctor Bowers Yes, I'11 be glad to.
Doctor Merchant It11 be glad to sedond that motion,
Called votet

"Dr. McCann ...........Aye
Dr. MM Hoyt.........Aye
Dr, Wat8oneseeesssses.Aye
Dr. Brumbaugh.........Aye
Dr., Merchant..........Aye
Dr. Iler...cccieeeees.Aye
Dr. Bowers....ccec.a. . Aye
Dr. Davidson.,...e....iye®
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"Meeting of the State Kedical Bosrd of Ohio - August 27, 1957

10:15 A. M. - Franklin P. Reulbach, M. D. appeared before the Board to answer
the charges preferred by the Secrstary of gross iomorality because of violation
of the Federal Narcotic Act. Testimony was taken by a stenographer, Attorney

G. M. Eelvin represented the State Kedical Board. The following witnesses
testified after being sworn in - br, H. M. Platter, Secretary of the State Medical
Board; Mr. Al Cock, Federal Narcotic Inspector, Cincinnati, Ohio, who testified
from the records of the Bureau of Harcatics that an investigation disclosed a
total of 522 prescriptions each calling for 30ccs of dererol and a total of 64
prescriptions each calling for 2 ccs cof demerol which had been issued by Dr.
Reulbach in the names of various patients between the dates of August 10, 1954
to April 11, 1957, and that the Doctor stated that both he and his wife had been
using l5ccs of demerol daily and that he had surrendered his special narcotic
stamp and agreed to enter Harding's sanstariumfor treatment. Treatment was given
to both Dr. Reulbach and his wife. Dr. Reulbach, called on cross examination,
edritted the facts above stated. In guneral, he stated some of the prescriptions
were bona fide ones, issued to patients. He also voluntarily surrendered his
narcotic special tax stamp, He was placed on probation and will be required to
return at the January, 1958 meeting and practice without a narcotic permit on
motion of Dr. Bowers seconded by Dr. Watson."

® January 28, 1958

9145 A. K. - Franklin P. Reulbach, M. D., parolee, appeared. After conference,
he will be required to return in six months on motion of Dr. Merchant seconded
by “r. Bowers.®

» August 19, 1958

10:15 A. M. - Franklin P. Reulbach, M. D., parolee, reported for conference. He
is required to return in six months on motion of Dr. Iler seconded by Dr. Brum~
baugh.*®

" Pebruary 3, 1959

9:45 A. M. = Franklin P. Reulbach, M. D. reparted. He will be required to
report again in six months on motion of Dr. Brumbaugh seconded by Dr. Davidson.®

#August 26, 1959

9:45 A. ¥. - Franklin P. Reulbach, M. D., parolee, on motion of Dr. Davidson
seconded by Dr. Merchant, is required to contact his physician concerning his
mental illness and is required to returm in six wonths.®

"April 1

30:00 A. M. = Franklin P. Reulbach, M. D., parolee, is required to return in
six months on motion of Dr. Herchant seconded by Dr. Bowers.®

® October L, 1960

10:00 A, M. - Franklin P. Reulbach, K. D., parolee, scheduled at this tims
called and said he was on his way. However, he did not arrive at the office
until 3:00 P. M. after the Board was gone., *
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"Neeting of the State Medical Board of Ghio - January 24, 1961
9:15 A. M. - Franklin P. Reulbach, M. D., parolee, appeared before the Board.

On August 27, 1957, he answered

charges preferred by the Secretary of gross

jumorality because of drug addiction. Testimony was taken by & stenographer,

The Board then permitted him to

continue in practice but denied him the Federal

narcotic license and required him to report at intervals. He has reported on
January 28, 1958, August 19, 1958, Pebruary 3, 1959, August 26, 1959, April 5,

1960, October 4, 1960, (failed

to arrive at the scheduled time), ard on January

24, 1961. At no time has the picture shown encouragenent in his case. At the
present time, his office is closed, his wife has gone to work, and some of the

children are wards of the Court.

With this history, after careful consideration,

the Board on motion of Dr. Bowers saconded by Dr. Merchant, decreed that his
license to practice Kedicine and Surgery in Chio should be indefinitely suspended.

Vote:s Dr.
Dr.
Dr’
Dr.

I certify that this is an exact

Mclann cecescesesss m
Hoyt sesvsevnsnencs m
watlson IR AN ERE R NNNN] we
BI\JRba.u.gh tesescves m
¥Yerchant scececocss m
Jl€r ccecvcesccscss Ay‘
BOWETrS ccecccecccrs ‘.‘70
Davidson ecececrcess Aye.“

copy of the procedures of the State Medical

Board of Chio on August 27, 1957, January 28, 1958, August 19, 1958, February
3, 1959, August 26, 1959, April 5, 1960, October 4, 1960, and January 24, 1961.

Cclumbus, Ohio
January 27, 1961

You are hereby notified that an

M. D.

Secretary,
State Medical Board of Chio

appeal may be takan from the above stated action

of the State Medical Board., Said appeal may be takenin the time and ganner
provided by the Administrative Procedure Act of this State, said Act being
codified as Sections 119.01 to 119.13, inclusive, of the Chio General Code,

Revised,
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