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 Dr. Steinbergh - aye 
 Mr. Browning - aye 
 
Mr. Browning noted that, in accordance with the provision in Section 4731.22(F)(2), Revised Code, 
specifying that no member of the Board who supervises the investigation of a case shall participate in 
further adjudication of the case, the Secretary and Supervising Member must abstain from further 
participation in the adjudication of these matters. 
 
Mr. Browning stated that if there were no objections, the Chair would dispense with the reading of the 
proposed findings of fact, conclusions and orders in the above matters.  No objections were voiced by 
Board members present. 
 
The original Reports and Recommendations shall be maintained in the exhibits section of this Journal. 
 
......................................................... 
 
BRIAN J. HUNTER, D.O. 

 
Mr. Browning directed the Board’s attention to the matter of Brian J. Hunter, D.O.  He advised that 
objections were filed to Hearing Examiner Murphy’s Report and Recommendation and were previously 
distributed to Board members.  
 
Mr. Browning continued that a request to address the Board has been timely filed on behalf of Dr. Hunter.  
Five minutes would be allowed for that address. 
 
Dr. Hunter was accompanied by Charles R. Saxbe, his attorney. 
 
Mr. Saxbe stated that he and Timothy S. Horton represent Dr. Hunter, who would like this opportunity to 
address the Board in support of adoption of the Report and Recommendation. 
 
Dr. Hunter stated that he would first like to thank the Medical Board, counsel, Board investigators and 
employees for their professionalism and courtesies extended throughout this process, and for the 
opportunity to share his thoughts with the Board now.   
 
Dr. Hunter stated that many times during the last three years he thought that, perhaps, this was all a 
nightmare and that he would wake up and it would all go away.  What he did is not a dream, but a reality.  
He committed Medicaid fraud.  When Medicaid investigators came to his office, it was almost with a sense 
of relief that he admitted the full extent of his wrongdoing.  Although he has made full restitution, he can 
never atone for his actions.  He has embarrassed the medical profession, this Board, his family and, most 
importantly, himself.  He cannot now fathom the thought process that led him to fraudulently bill 
Medicaid.  At the time these events were occurring, he was able to delude himself that his actions were 
justified because Medicaid owed him money.  While he was clearly wrong, the wrongness of his actions 
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was not apparent to him.  Back then he was in the grips of a substance abuse problem.  Dr. Hunter stated 
that he doesn’t seek to justify his actions, only to explain them.  He has committed himself to recovery.  
 
Dr. Hunter stated that the person who stands before the Board today is in many ways different from the 
person who committed Medicaid fraud years ago.  No matter what happens here, he will continue his 
recovery.  He has a second chance at life, and he will make the best of that second chance.   
 
Dr. Hunter added that one reason he hopes to return to the practice of medicine is to provide quality 
medical care to a middle to low income patient population that finds it difficult to obtain quality medical 
care in the present environment.  Dr. Hunter stated that the practice of medicine has always been his 
passion, and he hopes someday to once again be a proud member of the medical community.  If given the 
chance, he will not let the Board down, and he will not let himself down. 
 
Mr. Browning asked whether the Assistant Attorney General wished to respond. 
 
Mr. Michael stated that the State is also in support of the Report and Recommendation, as written, and 
believes that the Recommendation is appropriate, given the facts of this case.   
 
Mr. Michael stated that, while Dr. Hunter has been forthright in most respects, initially in the hearing he 
denied that his impairment had affected his treatment of patients.  However, during the course of the 
hearing it came out that he did treat patients while impaired by taking call in the evenings, while he was 
using.   
 
DR. STEINBERGH MOVED TO APPROVE AND CONFIRM MS. MURPHY’S PROPOSED 
FINDINGS OF FACT, CONCLUSIONS, AND ORDER IN THE MATTER OF BRIAN J. 
HUNTER, D.O.  DR. BHATI SECONDED THE MOTION. 
 
Mr. Browning stated that he would now entertain discussion in the above matter. 
 
Dr. Kumar stated that he agrees with the Report and Recommendation.  He added that the only question he 
has is that the Proposed Order does not address the Medicaid fraud issue.  The Report and Recommenda-
tion is primarily written for the abuse issues, and the Board needs to look at this carefully and perhaps 
require him to complete an ethics course pertaining to the practice of medicine and Medicaid fraud.   
 
DR. KUMAR MOVED TO AMEND THE PROPOSED ORDER IN THE MATTER OF BRIAN 
J. HUNTER, D.O., BY ADDING A REQUIREMENT UNDER PARAGRAPH C THAT 
DR. HUNTER SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETE A COURSE IN PROFESSIONAL ETHICS THAT 
ADDRESSES THE ISSUE OF MEDICAID FRAUD.  DR. STEINBERGH SECONDED THE 
MOTION.   
 
Dr. Steinbergh agreed with Dr. Kumar that the Proposed Order does not address the Medicaid fraud issue.  
She acknowledged that impairment does lead to all kinds of problems, and that in this case it led to 
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Medicaid fraud.  In other cases, it’s other issues.  Requiring a professional ethics course in this case would 
be appropriate.  That course needs to address this kind of issue. 
 
Dr. Talmage asked whether Dr. Kumar wishes to add language allowing the Secretary and Supervising 
Member to approve the course presented. 
 
Dr. Steinbergh stated that it’s standard for the full Board to approve the course. 
 
Dr. Robbins stated that he is in agreement with the amendment.  He added that he also appreciates 
Dr. Hunter’s statement to the Board, and stated that it was well done. 
 
A vote was taken on Dr. Kumar’s motion to amend: 
 
Vote: Mr. Albert - abstain 
 Dr. Egner - aye 
 Dr. Talmage - abstain 
 Dr. Bhati - aye 
 Dr. Kumar - aye 
 Ms. Sloan - aye 
 Dr. Davidson - aye 
 Dr. Robbins - aye 
 Dr. Garg - abstain 
 Dr. Steinbergh - aye 
 
The motion carried. 
 
DR. STEINBERGH MOVED TO APPROVE AND CONFIRM MS. MURPHY’S PROPOSED 
FINDINGS OF FACT, CONCLUSIONS, AND ORDER, AS AMENDED, IN THE MATTER OF 
BRIAN J. HUNTER, D.O.  DR. BHATI SECONDED THE MOTION.  A vote was taken: 
 
Vote: Mr. Albert - abstain 
 Dr. Egner - aye 
 Dr. Talmage - abstain 
 Dr. Bhati - aye 
 Dr. Kumar - aye 
 Ms. Sloan - aye 
 Dr. Davidson - aye 
 Dr. Robbins - aye 
 Dr. Garg - abstain 
 Dr. Steinbergh - aye 
 
The motion carried. 
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