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House Bill 442 Implementation 
Oriental Medicine - Frequently Asked Questions 

House Bill 442 was passed by the Ohio General Assembly on December 22, 2020. Effective as 
of April 12, 2021, this new legislation makes several changes that will impact licensees of the 
Medical Board.  

One of the impacts of the bill is removing the authority of the State Medical Board to regulate 
oriental medicine professionals as of the effective date of the bill. All oriental medicine licenses 
will automatically convert to acupuncture licenses.

Below are some frequently asked questions that you may find helpful about the changes made 
in this legislation: 

Q: What happens to my license as of April 12, 2021? 
A: All individuals who are currently licensed as an oriental medicine practitioner will have their 
license converted to an acupuncture license.   

Q: Will I still be able to continue to practice oriental medicine if my license gets 
converted to an acupuncture license?  
A: An oriental medicine practitioner whose license gets converted to acupuncture will be 
practicing under the acupuncture license. Therefore, that practitioner’s scope of practice is the 
scope of practice of acupuncture defined in R.C. 4762.01 and the practitioner’s license is 
regulated by the rules and laws regulating the practice of acupuncture. 

Q: Can I still practice herbal therapy?  
A: As of April 12, 2021, the new law has made the practice of herbal therapy an unlicensed 
and unregulated activity due to the removal of the oriental medicine license and regulation in 
House Bill 442. The Medical Board does not have any regulatory or enforcement authority over 
the practice of herbal therapy unless the method in which it is practiced constitutes the 
unlicensed practice of medicine or the unlicensed practice of any other health care profession 
that the Medical Board licenses and regulates.    

Q: If my oriental medicine license is converted to an acupuncture license, will my 
renewal date change?  
A: No, you will retain your current license renewal date and license number. 




