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House Bill 442 Implementation 
Cosmetic Therapists - Frequently Asked Questions 

House Bill 442 was passed by the Ohio General Assembly on December 22, 2020. Effective as 
of April 12, 2021, this new legislation makes several changes that will impact licensees of the 
Medical Board.  

One of the impacts of the bill is removing the authority of the State Medical Board to regulate 
cosmetic therapists.

Below are some frequently asked questions that you may find helpful about the changes made 
in this legislation: 

Cosmetic Therapists 

The Medical Board is working to amend its Ohio Administrative Code rules to align with the 
legislative change to the unlicensed practice of cosmetic therapy while still preserving the ability 
of cosmetic therapists to perform laser hair removal under the delegation and supervision of a 
physician and with rigorous education, training, and supervision requirements to protect public 
safety. 

The rules must go through the state administrative rulemaking process which may be lengthy. 
There will be opportunities for public comment, including when the rules are on the agenda of 
the state’s legislative Joint Committee on Agency Rule Review. The Medical Board is exploring 
temporary measures to prevent the interruption of cosmetic therapists’ ability to perform laser 
hair removal while the permanent rule is making its way through the rulemaking process and/or 
a legislative fix is made.   

Q: Now that cosmetic therapists are no longer licensed by the Medical Board can I still 
practice? 
A: The legislation in House Bill 442 does not allow for independent practice of cosmetic 
therapy. Individuals may practice cosmetic therapy in a salon if authorized by and according to 
rules made by the Ohio State Cosmetology and Barber Board. The definition of cosmetic 
therapy in the legislation does not include laser hair removal. 

Q: Will I now be licensed by the Ohio Cosmetology and Barber Board? 
A: No, as of April 12, 2021, cosmetic therapists will not be licensed by any board in Ohio. 

Q: What happens to my license in the state’s eLicense system on April 12, 2021? 
A: Beginning April 12, 2021, cosmetic therapists will no longer have the ability to apply for a 
license, but eLicense will retain the history of the cosmetic therapy licenses. 
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Q: My cosmetic therapist license does not expire until after April 12, 2021. Can I continue 
to practice using my license until it expires? 
A: No, you may only practice under the license until April 12, 2021. 

Q: If my license does not expire until after April 12, 2021 do I get a prorated refund? 
A: No, the legislature did not include a refund or wind-down period for cosmetic therapist 
licensure in the new law.   

Q: What happens if I am in school studying to become a cosmetic therapist? 
A: You may continue your studies, but the new law means that you will be practicing in an 
unlicensed occupation in Ohio at the end of your education. 

Q: Will the schools who teach cosmetic therapy still be accredited? 
A: The Medical Board does not determine a school’s accreditation. However, the Medical Board 
will no longer be involved in determining the standing of cosmetic therapy schools because the 
new law does not allow Medical Board regulation of the practice of cosmetic therapy. For further 
information, please contact the schools or the accrediting organizations.  

Q: Can I still perform laser hair removal? 
A: Cosmetic therapists can still perform laser hair removal under the delegation and supervision 
of a physician according to the requirements of current Ohio Administrative Code rule 
4731-18-03 until April 12, 2021. On and after April 12, 2021, the ability of cosmetic therapists to 
perform laser hair removal depends on further legislative or rulemaking action. The Medical 
Board is exploring temporary measures to prevent the interruption of cosmetic therapists’ ability 
to perform laser hair removal while the permanent rule is making its way through the rulemaking 
process and/or a legislative fix is made.   

Q: Will the Medical Board still have any authority over laser hair removal performed by 
cosmetic therapists? 
A: The Medical Board has the authority to regulate to whom and with what requirements a 
physician can delegate laser hair removal.    

Q: Can the Medical Board still take enforcement actions on those who practice laser hair 
removal improperly? 
A: The application of light-based medical devices for hair removal (i.e., laser hair removal) is 
the practice of medicine and surgery. If a cosmetic therapist does not comply with the 
requirements in Ohio Administrative Code rule 4731-18-03 that enable physician delegation of 
this portion of the practice of medicine, that cosmetic therapist could be found to be committing 
the offense of the unlicensed practice of medicine. 
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