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Prepared by: Sallie Debolt, General Counsel  
 
Date:  March 7, 2011 (corrected 3/16/11)    
 
   
Listed below is a summary of the disciplinary actions taken or initiated by the State Medical Board of Ohio 
in February 2011 and an update of Board matters pending in courts as of the date of this document.   
 

PRE-HEARING SUSPENSION 
 

BREZNY, Steven Francis (MD #35.081093; MD Training Cert. #57.002093) – Powell, OH 
 

Pursuant to Section 4731.22(G), Ohio Revised Code, medical license summarily suspended and 
doctor notified of right to request a hearing on the question of whether his failure to submit to a 
mental or physical examination as ordered by the Board was due to circumstances beyond his 
control.  Based on the legal presumption that doctor’s failure to submit to a mental or physical 
examination as ordered by the Board constitutes admission of the legal and factual allegations 
demonstrating that he is unable to practice according to acceptable and prevailing standards of 
care by reason of mental illness or physical illness.  Suspension effective 2/9/11. (See also: 
Citations & Proposed Denials below)   
 

SIMON-DEMEL, Karin Petra (MD #35.079883) – Cleveland Hts., OH 
 

Pursuant to Section 3719.121, Ohio Revised Code, medical license immediately suspended 
based on doctor having been found guilty in the Court of Common Pleas of Cuyahoga County, 
Ohio, of five counts of Illegal Processing of Drug Documents, a fifth degree felony.  Suspension 
effective 2/9/11.  (See also: Citations & Proposed Denials below) 

 
SMITH, Larry Lee (DO #34.001724) – Canfield Village, OH 
 

Pursuant to Section 4731.22(G), Ohio Revised Code, medical license summarily suspended and 
doctor notified of right to request a hearing on the question of whether his failure to submit to a 
mental or physical examination as ordered by the Board was due to circumstances beyond his 
control.  Based on the legal presumption that doctor’s failure to submit to a mental or physical 
examination as ordered by the Board constitutes admission of the legal and factual allegations 
demonstrating that he is unable to practice according to acceptable and prevailing standards of 
care by reason of mental illness or physical illness.  Suspension effective 2/9/11. (See also: 
Citations & Proposed Denials below)   

 
CITATIONS & PROPOSED DENIALS 

 
BAKER, Franklin Hobart (PA #50.002801; Prov. Prescriptive Auth. #54.000628) – Cincinnati, OH 
 

Based on allegations that by forging the signature of the supervising physician on his application 
for a provisional certificate to prescribe, the PA made a false, fraudulent, deceptive, or misleading 
statement in attempting to secure a provisional certificate to prescribe; committed an act 
constituting the felony of forgery; committed an act in the course of practice that constitutes the 
misdemeanor of falsification; and committed an act involving moral turpitude that constitutes the 
misdemeanor of falsification.  Notice of Opportunity for Hearing mailed 2/10/11. 
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BREZNY, Steven Francis (MD #35.081093; MD Training Cert. #57.002093) – Powell, OH 
 

Based on allegation that physician failed to cooperate in an investigation conducted by the Board 
by failing to comply with an investigative subpoena ordering the production of original patient 
records.  Notice of Opportunity for Hearing mailed 2/10/11.  
 

BREZNY, Steven Francis (MD #35.081093; MD Training Cert. #57.002093) – Powell, OH 
 

Based on allegations that doctor has an inability to practice according to acceptable and 
prevailing standards of care by reason of mental illness or physical illness.  Notice of Opportunity 
for Hearing mailed 2/10/11.  (See also: Pre-hearing Suspension)   

 
CORNICELLI, Samuel Francis, Jr. (MD #35.062164) – Columbus, OH 
 

Based on doctor’s alleged violation of conditions of limitation placed on medical license by 
5/14/09 consent agreement due to failure to submit required reports and failure to appear for 
required personal appearances before the Board or its designee.  Notice of opportunity for 
hearing mailed 2/10/11. 

 
KOENIGSMARK, Joseph James (DO #34.007701) – Shepherdville, KY 
 

Based on doctor’s alleged violation of conditions of limitation placed on medical license by 
7/14/10 Board Order due to failure to submit required reports and failure to appear for required 
personal appearances before the Board or its designee.  Notice of opportunity for hearing mailed 
2/10/11. 

 
ROLFE, Stephen J. (MD #35.051023) – Columbus, OH 
 

Based on doctor’s alleged violation of conditions of limitation placed on medical license by 
10/8/08 consent agreement due to failure to submit required reports and documentation of 
compliance, failure to comply with drug and alcohol screening procedures and required 
submission of screens, failure to appear for required personal appearances before the Board or 
its designee, and failure to submit documentary evidence of compliance with required 
participation in alcohol and drug rehabilitation programs.  Notice of opportunity for hearing mailed 
2/10/11. 

 
SHEALY, Thomas Allen (MD #35.038811) – Auburn, AL 
 

Based on prior action against doctor’s license by Indiana’s medical board in placing doctor’s 
medical license in that state on indefinite probation of at least three years after determining that 
doctor failed to keep abreast of current professional practice, and in care rendered to one 
specified patient, violated the standards for appropriate use of the internet in medical practice 
and Indiana’s drug prescribing rules by prescribing controlled substances and legend drugs to a 
patient the doctor had not personally examined.  Notice of opportunity for hearing mailed 2/10/11. 

 
SIMON-DEMEL, Karin Petra (MD #35.079883) – Cleveland Hts., OH 
 

Based on doctor having been found guilty in the Court of Common Pleas of Cuyahoga County, 
Ohio, of five counts of Illegal Processing of Drug Documents, a fifth degree felony.  Notice of 
Opportunity for Hearing mailed 2/10/11.  (See also: Pre-hearing Suspension) 
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SMITH, Larry Lee (DO #34.001724) – Canfield Village, OH 
 

Based on doctor’s alleged inability to practice according to acceptable and prevailing standards 
of care by reason of mental or physical illness, the underlying basis being doctor having engaged 
with three specified patients in conduct constituting sexual intercourse, sexual misconduct, and/or 
sexual contact.  Notice of Opportunity for Hearing mailed 2/10/11.  (See also: Pre-hearing 
Suspension)   
 

SWARTZWELDER, Karla Sue (LMT #33.014291) – Ironton, OH 
 

Based on allegation that massage therapist failed to cooperate in an investigation conducted by 
the Board, including failure to provide information requested by the Board concerning her 
disclosure on her licensure renewal application of having had a court finding against her.  Notice 
of Opportunity for Hearing mailed 2/10/11.  

 
FINAL DISCIPLINARY ORDERS 

 
FAURE, Bruce Terrence  (MD #35-054028) – Milwaukee, WI 
 

Upon reconsideration of the Board’s 1/12/11 decision in order to correct future CME 
documentation requirements, doctor reprimanded, fined $3,000, and required to submit 
documentation of compliance with CME required for specified CME acquisition periods.  Based 
on Board’s determination that doctor failed to comply with CME requirements for the 2006 – 2008 
period.  Order effective 30 days after the mailing of the Order; Order mailed 2/15/11. 

 
GAINES, Carol M. (DO #34.005590) – Fort Stewart, GA 
 

Doctor reprimanded, fined $2,500, and required to submit documentation of compliance with 
required CME for specified CME acquisition periods.  Based on doctor’s failure to complete 
requisite CME for the 2006 – 2008 CME period.  Order effective 2/15/11. 

 
WELDEN, Scott Robert (MD #35-075182) – Cincinnati, OH 
 

Medical license revoked based on Board’s determination that doctor is impaired in ability to 
practice according to acceptable and prevailing standards of care because of habitual or 
excessive use or abuse of drugs, alcohol, or other substances that impair ability to practice as 
evidenced by his use of Adderall, failure to provide required documentation of compliance with 
the terms of the 8/14/08 consent agreement, and failure to submit to random urine screens and 
screening processes.  Order effective 2/10/11. 

 
CONSENT AGREEMENTS 

 
AKHTAR, Muhammad Nasim (MD #35.077401) – Chillicothe, OH 
 

Revocation of medical license stayed, license suspended for 270 days; interim monitoring 
conditions and subsequent probationary terms, conditions, and limitations established.  Based on 
doctor’s admission of having been convicted of one first-degree misdemeanor of Theft by 
Deception, the underlying basis being doctor’s submission and receipt of payment for medical 
services not rendered, and having been terminated from participation as an Ohio Medicaid 
provider.  Agreement effective 2/9/11; agreement to remain in effect for at least five years.  
Suspension effective 2/9/11.  
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ANDERSON, Melissa Kimberlie (LMT #33.006619) – Columbus, OH 
 

Application for restoration of massage therapy license granted; massage therapy license 
suspended for 60 days, and subsequent probationary terms, conditions, and limitations 
established. Based on massage therapist’s admission of having practiced massage therapy after 
her license expired on 8/31/07 and having held herself out as a massage therapist despite being 
aware that her license to practice massage therapy had expired. Agreement effective 2/9/11; 
agreement to remain in effect for at least two years prior to any request for termination.  
Suspension effective 2/9/11 through 4/10/11. 

 
CHU, Paul P. (MD #35.053485) – Springfield, OH 
 

Medical license suspended for at least one year; interim monitoring conditions and conditions for 
reinstatement established, including requirement that doctor enter into subsequent consent 
agreement incorporating probationary terms, conditions, and limitations to monitor practice.  
Based on doctor’s admission of having relapsed and being currently impaired in ability to practice 
medicine according to acceptable and prevailing standards of care due to habitual or excessive 
use or abuse of drugs and alcohol, failing to report a 2009 OVI conviction on the appropriate 
license renewal applications, and having a pending 2011 OVI charge.  Agreement effective 
2/9/11. 

 
CRAWFORD, Amber Dawn (LMT #33.019188) – Burlington, KY 
 

Application for massage therapy license granted; revocation of massage therapy license stayed 
with suspension for 30 days; subsequent probationary terms, conditions, and limitations 
established for at least two years.  Based on massage therapist’s admission of having been 
found guilty of one felony count of Illegal Conveyance of Weapons, Drugs or Other Prohibited 
Items on Grounds of Detention Facility or Institution, the underlying facts involving her 
conveyance of five baggies of marijuana into a correctional institution.  Agreement effective 
2/9/11.  Suspension effective 2/16/11 through 3/17/11. 

 
CONTI, Terrance Ross (MD #35.062954) – Fairfield, OH 
 

Medical license suspended for at least 180 days, interim monitoring conditions and conditions for 
reinstatement established, including requirement that doctor enter into subsequent consent 
agreement incorporating probationary terms, conditions, and limitations.  Based on doctor’s 
admission of having surrendered his DEA Certificate of Registration for 18 months.  Agreement 
effective 2/9/11. 

 
DUNAWAY, Daniel Joseph (MD #35.062089) – Kettering, OH 
 

Doctor reprimanded; documentation of compliance with CME required for specified CME 
acquisition periods.  Based on doctor’s admission of having failed to comply with CME 
requirements for the 1/2/07 through 1/1/09 CME period and having made a false, fraudulent, 
deceptive, or misleading statement concerning the completion of CME on his 2009 licensure 
renewal application.  Agreement effective 2/9/11; agreement to remain in effect for at least five 
years prior to any request for termination. 

 
GALITA, Dan Alexandru (MD #35.083166) – Cleveland, OH 
 

Doctor reprimanded; documentation of compliance with CME required for specified CME 
acquisition periods; allegations regarding making a false, fraudulent, deceptive, or misleading 
statement on licensure renewal application dismissed.   Based on doctor’s admission of having 
failed to comply with CME requirements for the 10/2/06 through 10/1/08 CME period.  Agreement 
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effective 2/9/11; agreement to remain in effect for at least five years prior to any request for 
termination. 

 
GAY, James Douglas (MD #35.065088) – Arvada, CO 
 

Probationary terms, conditions, and limitations established.  Based on doctor’s admission of 
having been placed on probation by Colorado’s medical board, the underlying facts being 
doctor’s admission of having a history of excessive use of alcohol and a physical or mental 
disability rendering him unable to perform medical services with reasonable skill and safety for 
the patient.    Agreement effective 2/9/11; agreement to remain in effect for at least five years 
prior to any request for termination. 

 
GIBBS, Thomas Arthur (DO #34.004094) – Hartville, OH 
 

Medical license suspended for at least 90 days; interim monitoring conditions and conditions for 
reinstatement established, including requirement that doctor enter into subsequent consent 
agreement incorporating probationary terms, conditions, and limitations to monitor practice.  
Based on doctor’s admission of having failed to report his relapse to the Board and having been 
convicted of Operating a Motor Vehicle Under the Influence of Alcohol/Drug of Abuse.   
Agreement effective 2/9/11. 

 
KUBICKI, Krzysztof J. (MD #35.070327) – Weirton, WV 
 

Medical license reinstated subject to probationary terms, conditions, and limitations imposed to 
monitor practice based on doctor having been deemed capable of practicing according to 
acceptable and prevailing standards of care so long as certain treatment and monitoring 
conditions are in place.  Agreement effective 2/9/11; agreement to remain in effect for at least five 
years prior to any request for termination. 

 
LEESON, Mark Christopher (MD #35.042998) – Akron, OH 
 

Medical license reinstated subject to probationary terms, conditions, and limitations imposed to 
monitor practice based on doctor having been deemed capable of practicing according to 
acceptable and prevailing standards of care so long as certain treatment and monitoring 
conditions are in place.  Agreement effective 2/9/11; agreement to remain in effect for at least five 
years prior to any request for termination. 

 
 RHOADES, Chris Allen (MD #35.063999) – Columbus, OH  
 

Medical license reinstated subject to probationary terms, conditions, and limitations imposed to 
monitor practice based on doctor having been deemed capable of practicing according to 
acceptable and prevailing standards of care so long as certain treatment and monitoring 
conditions are in place.  Agreement effective 2/9/11; agreement to remain in effect for at least five 
years prior to any request for termination. 

 
RYAN, Richard Joseph (MD #35.062203) – Cincinnati, OH 
 

Medical license suspended for at least 180 days; interim monitoring conditions and conditions for 
reinstatement established, including requirement that doctor enter into subsequent consent 
agreement incorporating probationary terms, conditions, and limitations to monitor practice.  
Based on doctor’s admission of being chemically dependent and having obtained hydrocodone 
cough syrup and Percocet for self-use by creating false prescriptions on which he forged the 
name of the prescribing physician and having taken office samples of Ultram for self-use.   
Agreement effective 2/9/11. 
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RYU, Dan (MD #35.067499) – Brook Park, OH 
 

Medical license suspended for an indefinite period of time; interim monitoring conditions and 
conditions for reinstatement established, including requirement that doctor enter into subsequent 
consent agreement incorporating probationary terms, conditions, and limitations to monitor 
practice.  Based on doctor’s acknowledgement of having been diagnosed with alcohol abuse and 
found to be impaired in ability to practice medicine according to acceptable and prevailing 
standards of care due to habitual and excessive use or abuse of substances that impair ability to 
practice.   Agreement effective 2/9/11. 

 
WHITLOCK, Randall Gregory, Jr. (PA #50.001262; Prov. Prescriptive Auth. #54.000851) – 
Cincinnati, OH 
 

Provisional prescriptive certificate surrendered; physician assistant license suspended for at least 
one year; interim monitoring conditions and conditions for reinstatement established, including 
requirement that physician assistant enter into subsequent consent agreement incorporating 
probationary terms, conditions, and limitations to monitor practice.  Based on physician 
assistant’s admission of failing to comply with the conditions of limitation imposed by the 8/13/08 
Consent Agreement and being impaired in ability to practice as a physician assistant according to 
acceptable and prevailing standards of care because of the use or abuse of drugs.  Agreement 
effective 2/9/11. 

 
WOOLUMS, Carmen Leigh (PA #50.003240) – Florence, KY 
 

Application for physician assistant license granted; probationary terms, conditions, and limitations 
established.  Based on physician assistant’s admission of having been diagnosed with opiate 
dependence, alcohol abuse, and histrionic personality disorder, for which she is being monitored 
by the Kentucky licensing board.  Agreement effective 2/9/11; agreement to remain in effect for at 
least four years prior to any request for termination. 

 
 

VOLUNTARY SURRENDERS/RETIREMENTS 
 

HERTZFELD, Robert J. (MD #35.030990) – Toledo, OH 
 
Board Order permanently revoking doctor’s medical license as authorized by doctor in lieu of 
further investigation of allegations of doctor’s possible inability to practice according to acceptable 
and prevailing standards of care due to habitual or excessive use or abuse of drugs, alcohol, or 
other substances that impair ability to practice.  Effective 2/9/11. 

 
SEVCIK, Matthew Frank (MD #35.080287) – Beaver, PA 
 

Doctor’s permanent voluntary retirement of medical license accepted by Board in lieu of further 
investigation of allegations that doctor is unable to practice according to acceptable and 
prevailing standards of care by reason of mental illness or physical illness.  Effective 2/9/11. 

 
 

LICENSE REINSTATED 
 

BENDER, Thomas Michael (Anesthesiologist Assistant #67.000178) – North Royalton, OH 
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Anesthesiologist assistant’s request for reinstatement of license subject to the probationary 
terms, conditions, and limitations for a minimum of five year as outlined in 8/11/10 Board Order 
granted by 2/10/11 Board vote. 

 
PROBATION COMPLETED  

 
LEU, Melanie Lynne (MD #35.073229) – Cleveland, OH 
 

Doctor’s request for release from the terms of the 2/8/06 consent agreement granted by 2/9/11 
Board vote.  Release effective 2/9/11. 

 
McKEE, Kevin Dale (DO #34.006668) – Milford, OH 
 

Doctor’s request for release from the terms of the 11/10/05 consent agreement granted by 2/9/11 
Board vote.  Release effective 2/9/11. 

 
ROCKWOOD, John House (PA #50.001240) – Westerville, OH 
 

Physician assistant’s request for release from the terms of the 2/6/06 consent agreement granted 
by 2/9/11 Board vote.  Release effective 2/9/11. 

 
PROBATION – MONITORING TERMS MODIFIED 

 
BALDWIN, Mark Denison (DO #34.005880) – Dublin, OH 
 

Doctor’s request to discontinue required chart review and required controlled substance log 
granted by 2/10/11 Board vote. 

 
BROWN, Cynthia Lynn (MD #35.061375) – Avon, OH 
 

Doctor’s request to reduce required psychiatric sessions to once per month granted by 210/11 
Board vote. 

 
CHAPPELOW, Aimee V. (MD #35.094719; MD Training Cert. #57.012162) – Cleveland, OH 
 

Doctor’s request to reduce personal appearances to every six months, reduce required drug and 
alcohol rehabilitation meetings to two per week with a minimum of 10 per month, and reduce 
required psychiatric sessions to every two months granted by 2/10/11 Board vote. 

 
EVENHOUSE, Matthew Henry (MD #35.082452; MD Training Cert. #57.004518) – Bay Village, OH 
 

Doctor’s request to reduce required personal appearances to every six months and required drug 
and alcohol rehabilitation meetings to two per week with a minimum of 10 per month granted by 
2/10/11 Board vote. 

 
GROSS, Elizabeth J. (PA #50.002874; Prov. Prescriptive Auth. #54.001067) – Lancaster, OH 
 

Physician assistant’s request to discontinue required psychotherapy granted by 2/10/11 Board 
vote. 

 
HERTLE, Richard William (MD #35.052179) – Copley, OH 
 

Monitoring physician approved and frequency and number of charts for review established by 
2/10/11 Board vote. 
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LITTLE, Larry John (MD #35.047090) – New Albany, OH 
 

Doctor’s request for approval of monitoring physician denied by 2/10/11 Board vote. 
 
SHAW, Christopher Scott (MD #35.096616; MD Training Cert. #57.006421; #57.014019) – Akron, OH 
 

Monitoring physician approved and frequency and number of charts for review established by 
2/10/11 Board vote. 

 
 

COURT ACTION UPDATE 
 
BARNES, Sheila Annette (DO #34.004656) – Columbus, OH 
 

By Entry filed on 2/4/11, the Franklin County Court of Common Pleas affirmed the Board’s 6/9/10 
Order indefinitely suspending doctor’s medical license.  Accordingly, the first day of the indefinite 
suspension will be 3/7/11. 

 
GELESH, Gary Charles (DO #34.002731) – Akron, OH 
 

By Entry filed 2/2/11, the Ohio Supreme Court declined jurisdiction to hear doctor’s appeal of the 
9/16/10 decision of the 10th District Court of Appeals. 

 
GRIFFIN, George D J, III (MD #35.038479) – Cincinnati, OH (Corrected 3/16/11) 
 

By Decision and Entry filed on 2/15/11, the Franklin County Court of Common Pleas affirmed the 
Board’s Order suspending doctor’s medical license for 120 days, but staying all but 30 days of 
suspension.     

 
LEVINE, Jack Mark (DO #34.004736) – Piketon, OH (Late Report) 
 

Notice of Appeal to the 10th District Court of Appeals of the 9/9/10 Entry and Decision of the 
Franklin County Court of Common Pleas, which had affirmed the Board’s 9/9/09 Order 
permanently revoking doctor’s medical license, filed by doctor on 10/6/10. 

 
SUNGURLU, Mehmet Akif (MD #35.060770) – Oregon, OH 
 

By Decision and Entry filed 1/10/11, the Franklin County Court of Common Pleas denied doctor’s 
motion for stay of the Board’s 11/10/10 Order permanently revoking doctor’s medical license. 

 
Non-Disciplinary Administrative Actions 

 
Approval of Application 

 
CLEMENT, Jeannine Denise (MD #35.054164) – Maineville, OH 
 

Application for restoration of medical license granted, provided that she takes and passes the 
SPEX or specialty board recertification examination within six months of 9/17/10.  Based on 
Board’s determination that doctor had not engaged in the active practice of medicine in excess of 
two years.  Effective 2/9/11.  (Non-disciplinary) 
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Withdrawal of Application 

 
EZUGHA, Hebert Osita (MD Training Cert. #57.017358) – Philadelphia, PA 
 

Doctor’s request to withdraw application for medical license accepted by Board in lieu of formal 
proceedings pursuant to 10/7/10 Notice of Opportunity for Hearing.  Effective 2/9/11.  (Non-
disciplinary) 
 

 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Please note that revocation and suspension Orders are not always effective immediately.  If you have 
questions about effective dates or conditions governing a licensee’s practice before a Board Order takes 
effect, please contact the office. 
 
Ohio law permits appeal of a Board Order to the Franklin County Court of Common Pleas.  Due to this 
possibility and the potential for a stay that might delay the imposition of a Board action, you may wish to 
contact us periodically to verify a given practitioner’s licensure status. 
 
Most current citation letters, Board Orders, consent agreements and voluntary surrenders or retirements are 
available on the Medical Board’s website at http://med.ohio.gov/ under “Licensee Profile and Status.”  If you 
have questions or need additional details about specific cases, please contact Jackie Moore at (614) 728-
4640. 


